
A Harmony of the Gospels



Escape into Egypt and murder of the boys in 
Bethlehem  Matthew 2:13-18

• An angelic visit with a warning and instruction
• Herod is going to try to kill the Child

• Go to Egypt  (Note fulfillment of Hosea 11:1)

• Stay until further word.

•Herod’s slaughter of the boys in and around Bethlehem
• Reveals his original intent when questioning the Magi

• Order to kill boys two years and under indicates that some time had 
passed since the birth of Jesus.

• Fulfillment of Jeremiah 31:15 (This is also the area where Rachel 
died giving birth to Benjamin, Genesis 35:16-20)



Return to Nazareth  Matthew 2:19-23; Luke 2:39

• Herod died in 4 B.C. The sojourn in Egypt was probably less than a year.

• Note the consistent immediate obedience of Joseph to God’s instruction.

• Nazarene
• Note this is different from a Nazirite

• Hebrew ֵנֶצר nezer Branch or shoot of a plant.  The root of Nazareth and Nazarene

• Fulfillment of Isaiah 11; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12.  Refers back to the 
Davidic Covenant.

• It is commonly agreed that Matthew wrote to present Jesus to the Jews.  
The contrast between the detail he adds here and Luke’s abbreviated 
account shows he used the occasion of the sojourn into Egypt to emphasize 
how these events fulfilled specific prophecies of Scripture.



Growth and early life of Jesus  Luke 2:40

• This verse covers about 10 or 11 years in the early life of Jesus.  This is all 
the scripture reveals to us about that period.  



Jesus’ first Passover in Jerusalem  Luke 2:41-50

• A Jewish male became a “son of the Commandment” or “son of the 
Torah” at age thirteen. 

• For safety and support people would travel in large groups coming 
and going from the festivals.  Not hard to see how the assumption 
would be made that a 12-year-old with the obvious maturity of their 
son would be with the group as they left for home.

• Most parents have lost track of a child for some, hopefully, brief 
period of time and can identify with the distress of Mary and Joseph.

• Although understandable, Mary and Joseph’s focus on their distress 
made them largely miss the significance of the events thus leading to 
Jesus’ response.



Jesus’ first Passover in Jerusalem  Luke 2:41-50

• There was obviously no doubt in Jesus’ mind of who He is at this young 
age.

• Note this is the last mention of Joseph as alive in the gospels.



Jesus growth to adulthood  Luke 2:51-52

• All the information we have for the life of Jesus between the ages of 12 
and 30.

• Jesus submitted to the authority of His earthly parents.

• Mary again treasured the scene at the temple as further confirmation 
of the previous revelations of this special Son.



Beginning of the public ministry of John the 
Baptist  Mark 1:1; Luke 3:1-2

•Note the great detail given by Luke.  This gives many points of 
reference to verify the accuracy of his gospel.
• Tiberius Caesar  19 August A.D. 14 to 16 March A.D. 37

• Pontius Pilate A.D. 26-36

• Herod Antipas 4 B.C. –A.D. 39

• Philip 4 B.C.-A.D. 34

• Annas served as High Priest A.D. 6-15

• Caiaphas (son-in-law of Annas) served as High Priest A.D. 18-36



Beginning of the public ministry of John the 
Baptist  Mark 1:1; Luke 3:1-2

Contained the bones of:
-two babies
-an adolescent child
-a teenage boy
-an adult woman
-a man about 60 years old

Discovered December, 
1990 during 
construction of a park in 
Jerusalem’s Peace 
Forrest



Beginning of the public ministry of John the 
Baptist  Mark 1:1; Luke 3:1-2

Inscription:
“To Tiberius
Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea”

Discovered in 1961 by Italian 
archaeologists at Caesarea-
by-the -Sea

Only known occurrence of the 
name Pontius Pilate in any ancient 
inscription. 



Beginning of the public ministry of John the 
Baptist  Mark 1:1; Luke 3:1-2

Archelaus, king over Judea.  
Exiled in A.D. 6.  Judea made 
a Roman province including 
Samaria and Idumaea but still 
referred to as Judea.  
Governed by procurators.  
Responsibilities mostly 
financial.  Pilate was the 5th

procurator of Judea.


