
Zechariah’s prophetic song  Luke 1:67-79

•Praise to the Lord, the God of Israel for the coming of 
the forerunner of the Savior.
• A prophet of the Most High (first in 400 years)
• Prepare the way for the Lord (Malachi 3:1)
• Message of salvation through forgiveness based on God’s 

mercy
• Announce the one who will be the light shining in the 

darkness.  Isaiah 9:1-2
• Guide our feet in the way of peace Isaiah 59:8



John’s growth and early life  Luke 1:80

•A brief biography of the first thirty years of John’s life.



Circumstances of Jesus’ birth explained to 
Joseph  Matthew 1:18-25

•Period of time is established as between the time of the 
betrothal of Joseph and Marry and their marriage.
• Mary found to be expecting a child
• Joseph drew the natural conclusion that she had been 

unfaithful to him.
• Betrothal was a legally binding commitment and needed 

legal action to dissolve.
• Joseph actions show him a man of compassion and 

integrity.



Circumstances of Jesus’ birth explained to 
Joseph  Matthew 1:18-25
• Another angelic visit

• This time in a dream

• Reveals the miraculous nature of the conception of Jesus

• Name and mission revealed—Jesus, He will save His people from 
their sin.

• Matthew interjects the fact that this is a fulfillment of Isaiah 
7:14

• Joseph obeys by taking Mary home to be his wife.

• Note how clear the scripture is to emphasize the 
supernatural nature of the conception of Jesus.



Birth of Jesus  Luke 2:1-7

•Note that Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth.  Old 
Testament prophecy named Bethlehem as the 
birthplace of the Messiah.  (Micah 5:2)
•God arranged that a pagan ruler on the other side 

of the known world would issue a decree to insure 
the exact fulfillment of this prophecy.
• Caesar Augustus 30 B.C. – A.D. 14
• Quirinius known to be governor of Syria in A.D. 6 but 

evidence exists that he was a joint ruler as early as 8 
B.C. 



Birth of Jesus  Luke 2:1-7

•Note that Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth.  Old 
Testament prophecy named Bethlehem as the 
birthplace of the Messiah.  (Micah 5:2)
•Approximately 80 mile trip.  
•Caves were used to feed and house animals.  The 

manger would have been hewn from stone.



Typical Manger from the First Century



Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7

•Date
•Year of birth was somewhere between 6 and 4 B.C.
•Herod the Great was the king before whom the 

Magi came.  He died in 4 B.C.
•The range of 6 to 4 B.C. comes from the uncertainty 

of how much time passed between the birth of 
Jesus and the comeing of the Magi with the 
subsequent order by Herod the Great to kill all of 
the boys who were two years old and under in 
Bethlehem



Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7

•Date
•Roman Catholics and most Protestants 12/25
•Eastern Orthodox 1/6
•Armenian Church 1/19
•12/25 dates back to A.D. 300.  The date based on the 

premise from conception to crucifixion was exactly 
33 years.  Crucifixion set at March 25 making the 
birth on December 25.



Praise of the angels and witness of the 
shepherds.  Luke 2:8-20

• Shepherds
• Announcement made to the common working people of that day.

• Much imagery in the Old Testament of God shepherding his people  
Psalm 23; 80:1; Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-24

• Jesus is presented in scripture as the Good and Great Shepherd 
(Micah 5:4)

• Startling, brilliant display burst forth from the darkness of 
night.  A fitting setting to announce the coming of the “light 
of the world.”


