
Matthew 1:1-17
Luke 3:23b-38

Jesus’ legal lineage through Joseph 
and natural lineage through Mary

“The purpose of a genealogy was not to account for 
every generation but to establish the fact of an 

undoubted succession, including especially the more 
important ancestors. Harmony of the Gospels, 

Thomas and Gundry, p 315



Matthew 1:1-17
Luke 3:23b-38

Jesus’ legal lineage through Joseph 
and natural lineage through Mary

Genealogies used to:

Show identity and duty

Demonstrate credentials for power and property

Structure history

Indicate one’s character



Matthew 1:1-17
Luke 3:23b-38

Jesus’ legal lineage through Joseph and 
natural lineage through Mary

Comparison and Contrast between Matthew and Luke:

Inverted

End at different places in the past

Different names

Converge at David

Matthew includes women



Matthew 1:1-17
Luke 3:23b-38

Jesus’ legal lineage through Joseph and 
natural lineage through Mary

The differences can be explained as Matthew offers 
Joseph’s genealogy and Luke offers Mary’s.

Both show that Jesus is a descendant of David as 
promised in scripture



Matthew 1:1-17
Luke 3:23b-38

Jesus’ legal lineage through Joseph and 
natural lineage through Mary

Matthew’s purpose is to show Jesus as the fulfillment of 
the promise of a Messiah through God’s chosen people.

Luke’s purpose is to reveal the Savior to all of mankind.



John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

•Verse 5 is typical of Luke’s use of details in his 
writing. 

•Verses 6 and 7 give a stark contrast to the 
assessment of Zechariah and Elizabeth by God and 
what the people of their day would think of them.
• V13 The undying desire of their heart was for a child
• V25 reveals the assessment of people toward a childless 

woman



John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

•Verses 8-10 The number of active priests rotated by 
their division and lots were casts to determine who 
would offer the morning and evening sacrifice in the 
Holy Place.  This was a high honor and a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.  Only priests could enter the Holy 
Place.







John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

•The angel Gabriel delivers an astounding message to a 
startled Zechariah
• Angels are messengers by definition of the name  

(Hebrews 1:4,6,14)
• Gabriel, Michael (Daniel 10 and 12, Jude 1:9; Revelation 

12) and Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12) are the only angels named in 
Scripture



John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

•The angel Gabriel delivers an astounding message to a 
startled Zechariah

• Gabriel is mentioned only in Luke and Daniel
• Appeared to Daniel twice (Daniel 8 and 9)

• Announced the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah

• Announced the birth of Jesus to Mary (the angel who appeared 
to Joseph later not named.



John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

•The angel Gabriel delivers an astounding 
message to a startled Zechariah
•Will bring joy and gladness to Zechariah and 

Elizabeth
•Will be a source of rejoicing for others
•Will be great before the Lord (Matthew 11:10-11)



John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

• The angel Gabriel delivers an astounding message to a 
startled Zechariah
• Possibly a Nazirite from birth (Numbers 6:1-21) (Samson, 

Judges 13; Samuel, 1 Samuel 1:11)
• Filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb
• Will turn people of Israel back to God (fulfillment of 

Malachi 4:5)
• Prepare the way for the Lord  (fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3-5)



John’s birth foretold to Zechariah Luke 1:5-25

• Zechariah responds with understandable incredulity.
• Gabriel response with a rebuke and strikes Zechariah dumb until 

John is born.

• Zechariah’s longer than normal time in the Holy Place and his 
inability to speak when he came out helped begin to set the 
stage that something unusual was about to happen.

• The conception of John took place just as it was foretold.



Jesus’ birth foretold to Mary  Luke 1:26-38

•The sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy (see v 36 
also)

•Virgin pledged to be married to Joseph a descendant 
of David

•His name will be Jesus (Hebrew Joshua (God saves))

•Will be great



Jesus’ birth foretold to Mary  Luke 1:26-38

•Son of the Most High-term for God going back to 
Genesis 14 often directly connected to the name 
Yahweh.  Psalm 7:17; 18:13; 47:2; 83:18

•Will inherit the throne of his father David          2 
Samuel 7:16

•His reign will have no end  Isaiah 9:6-7



Jesus’ birth foretold to Mary  Luke 1:26-38
• Mary’s question reflected the popular belief that the 

Messiah would be one chosen by God from among his 
people.  Many Jewish women had dreamed that they 
would one day discover that they had given birth to the 
Messiah.

• Gabriel’s response reflects that Mary’s question was simply 
an inquiry and punctuates the supernatural nature of this 
conception.  Reveals pregnancy of her relative Elizabeth as 
a confirming sign.

• Mary’s final response should be a model for every one of us 
when God reveals His will.



Mary’s visit to Elizabeth and Elizabeth’s song
Luke 1:39-45

• In what must have been a wonderful confirmation to 
Mary, Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit recognizes:
• The blessing of Mary to be chosen to give birth to the 

Messiah
• The fact that Mary was expecting this blessed Child
• The fact that this Child is the Lord
• Lauds Mary’s faithful response to what has been revealed 

to her.



Mary’s song of joy  Luke 1:46-56

•Follows the Old Testament tradition of songs of 
praise in response to God’s action:
•Moses Exodus 15:1-18
•Miriam Exodus 15:19-21
•Deborah Judges 5:1-31
•Hannah 1 Samuel 2:1-10



Mary’s song of joy  Luke 1:46-56

•Praise based on God’s might, holiness and mercy  
46-50
•Celebration of God’s working in the past of 
exalting the lowly and humbling the mighty.  51-
53
•Celebration of God’s promises and faithfulness. 
54-55



John’s birth   Luke 1:57-66
• Child would be circumcised on the eight day (Genesis 17:12)

Day Eight, Not a Moment Too Late 

• When western physicians began circumcising babies, they did it 
during the first few days of life while the baby was still in the 
hospital. Occasionally one would bleed severely. Rarely a boy would 
bleed to death. For a long time, physicians were puzzled by this 
serious bleeding. What was going on? Finally, in the early 1900s 
scientists began to solve the chemistry of blood clotting and they 
found the answer. The body needs vitamin K to make clotting 
proteins. Newborn babies, however, don’t start making vitamin K 
until they are five days old. As a result, by a baby’s third day one 
clotting protein (prothrombin) drops to 30 percent of normal. In a 
pediatric journal we read, “The greatest risk [of



John’s birth   Luke 1:57-66

• Child would be circumcised on the eight day (Genesis 17:12)

• bleeding] occurs between two and seven days of life.” 
According to a textbook, bleeding at this time “may 
produce serious damage to internal organs, especially to 
the brain, and cause death from shock and 
exsanguination.” Soon after birth, the baby begins to 
produce vitamin K. By day eight, prothrombin levels jump 
back to 110 percent of the adult level. Thus the safest day 
for circumcision in a baby’s life is day eight.

• McMillen, S. I. M.D.; Stern, David E. M.D. M.D. (2000-03-01). None of These Diseases: The Bible's Health Secrets for the 
21st Century (Kindle Locations 1269-1274). Baker Book Group - A. Kindle Edition. 



John’s birth  Luke 1:57-66

• Remember the instruction delivered by Gabriel included that 
the child’s name would be John.  (Hebrew form means 
“favored by God”)

• The events around John’s conception and birth were 
recognized by the people as giving this child special 
significance.
• Childless couple having a son in their old age

• Zechariah’s inability to speak when he came out of the temple

• Zechariah’s ability to speak once he indicated the name of his son.



Zechariah’s prophetic song  Luke 1:67-79

•Praise to the Lord, the God of Israel for the coming of 
the Savior.
• Incarnation and redemption
• He has raised up the one who can effectively provide 

salvation (horn of salvation) 1 Samuel 2:1; 2 Samuel 22:3; 
Psalm 18:2
• House of David as foretold by scripture

•Note the emphasis on salvation from the enemies of 
Israel and compare with John’s message.


