
Praise of the angels and witness of the 
shepherds.  Luke 2:8-20

• Shepherds
• Announcement made to the common working people of that day.

• Much imagery in the Old Testament of God shepherding his people  
Psalm 23; 80:1; Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:11-24

• Jesus is presented in scripture as the Good and Great Shepherd 
(Micah 5:4)

• Startling, brilliant display burst forth from the darkness of 
night.  A fitting setting to announce the coming of the “light of 
the world.”



Praise of the angels and witness of the 
shepherds.  Luke 2:8-20

•The announcement:
•Good news for all people
•A Savior born in the hometown of David
• Christ the Lord (the promised Anointed One, 

Messiah)
• They would know the child by the unusual 

circumstance of a newborn lying in a feed trough.



Praise of the angels and witness of the 
shepherds.  Luke 2:8-20

• The solitary angel who made the announcement is 
joined by the heavenly host in a crescendo of praise to 
God.
• V14  The sense is that God is pleased to make His salvation 

available to mankind.  It is His pleasure (will) to make the 
people of the earth recipients of His salvation and thus 
making it possible to have peace with Him.  (Romans 5:1)



Praise of the angels and witness of the 
shepherds.  Luke 2:8-20

•Response of the shepherds:
• Immediately went to Bethlehem
• Found the scene just as it had been described
• Related the announcement to all who would listen
• Returned glorifying and praising God.



Praise of the angels and witness of the 
shepherds.  Luke 2:8-20

•Response of Mary
• Although we have no details except what we can glean from 

some later comments in the gospels (i.e. John 8:41) it had 
been a difficult time for Mary when she came back from 
visiting her cousin Elizabeth and it soon became evident she 
was expecting a child. 

• The testimony of the shepherds would have been a 
precious treasure to her in confirming the angelic visit nine 
months before.



Circumcision of Jesus  Luke 2:21

• Jesus would go through the rite of circumcision like every 
other Jewish male according to the covenant sign given to 
Abraham.

• Given the name Jesus as was given to both Joseph and Mary 
by the angelic visits to each of them.



Jesus presented in the temple with the 
homage of Simeon and Anna Luke 2:22-38

•Two separate offerings were to be made:
• Purification after the birth of a child  Leviticus 12:1-8

• 40 total days for a son
• A sacrifice of a lamb and a young pigeon or a turtledove.  

Provision was made if a lamb could not be provided two 
turtledoves or two young pigeons would be accepted.  
One was for a burnt offering, the other for a sin offering.

•Redemption offering for a firstborn son Exodus 13:2; 11-16

• Five shekels  Numbers 18:15-16



Jesus presented in the temple with the 
homage of Simeon and Anna Luke 2:22-38

•Two encounters in the Temple:
• Simeon

• Righteous and devout
• Lived with an expectation of God’s fulfillment of His 

promise to send the Messiah
• The Holy Spirit was upon him
• Had received a revelation from God that he would see 

the Messiah in his lifetime.
• Led into the temple by the Holy Spirit when Jesus was 

brought in for the offerings.



Jesus presented in the temple with the 
homage of Simeon and Anna Luke 2:22-38

•Two encounters in the Temple:
• Simeon

• Praised God for the fulfillment of his promise both to him 
and the world.

• Note the recurring theme of Jesus as the savior of all 
people, Gentiles and Jews alike.

• Foretells both the acceptance of Jesus by some and the 
rejection by others.

• Foretells the sorrow that will pierce Mary’s heart 
culminating at the cross.



Jesus presented in the temple with the 
homage of Simeon and Anna Luke 2:22-38

•Two encounters in the Temple:
• Anna

• Prophetess
• Miriam, Exodus 15:20; Deborah, Judges 4:4; Huldah, 2 

Kings 22:14; Wife of Isaiah, Isaiah 8:3

• At least 84 years old.  People of great age like this were 
rare and greatly respected.

• Ministered before God in the temple. 
• Recognized and gave witness to the fact the Messiah had 

come.



Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12
• The Magi

• Despite popular belief they probably came some months after the birth 
of Christ, were not kings and could have been more or less than three.

• Descendants of the Medes who had become a tribe of priests

• Skilled in philosophy, medicine and natural science.

• Interpreters of dreams and signs

• Since stars and planets move in predictable patterns the appearance of a 
body out of the ordinary would be seen as having special significance.

• Not known whether this was a convergence of planets, another 
phenomenon like a comet or a special work of God.  

• We also do not know how the Magi interpreted this sign as heralding the 
birth of the King of the Jews. Yet this was their clear understanding.



Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12

• A sense of expectation:
• In this same general period of time Suetonius wrote: “There had 

spread over all the Orient an old and established belief, that it was 
fated at that time for men coming from Judaea to rule the world” 
(Suetonius: Life of Vespansion, 4:5)

• Tacitus echoed these sentiments by saying: “there was a firm 
persuasion…that at this very time the East was to grow powerful 
and rulers coming from Judaea were to acquire universal empire” 
(Tacitus: Histories, 5:13)

• Josephus in Wars of the Jews, 6:5,4 relates that the Jews had the 
belief that “about that time one from their country should become 
governor of the habitable earth”.



Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12

•Herod the Great (Reigned 47 B.C. to 4 B.C.
• Idumean (Descendant of Esau)
• Powerful ruler who brought stability and prosperity to the 

region albeit by opportunistic and ruthless actions
• Executed anyone seen as a threat to his power  (Augustus 

Caesar said of him that it was safer to be his pig than his son.)
• A high priest

• Brother-in-law

• An uncle

• His wife

• His Mother-in-law

• 3 of his sons 



Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12

•Herod the Great (Reigned 47 B.C. to 4 B.C.
• Extensive building

• Caesarea 
• Masada
• Palace in Jerusalem
• Antonia Fortress
• Rebuilt the Jerusalem Temple.  



Herod’s swimming 
pool at Caesarea 



Scale model of Jerusalem in Jesus’ day at the Jerusalem Museum 

Herod’s Palace



Antonia FortressTemple



Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12

• The Magi went to the palace of King Herod, the logical place 
for the birthplace of the new King.

• Herod was always troubled when there was a threat to his 
throne.

• The priests and scribes knew the birthplace of the Messiah 
from Micah 5:2
• Note that this firmly establishes the fact that Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem as foretold.



Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12

•William Barclay in his commentary on Matthew points 
out that the story reveals three ways people react to 
Jesus:
• Herod’s further actions will show hatred and hostility
• The priests and scribes reveal a startling indifference
• The Magi show adoring worship


