
A Harmony of the Gospels
The End of John’s Ministry and the 

Beginning of Christ’s Public Ministry
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Jesus’ first miracle: water becomes wine  John 
2:1-11

• Jesus engaged with everyday life.  Many of his teachings 
incorporate the familiar events people would encounter.  He 
used weddings in several of His teachings concerning the 
kingdom of God.

•All through His ministry Jesus sets the example that we 
should engage our world so as to be used of God to touch 
the people of this world.



Jesus’ first miracle: water becomes wine  John 
2:1-11

• Jesus interaction with his mother reflects that as a grown 
man He is no longer under her authority.  As the Son of God 
He is subject to the will of His Father.

•Mary’s respond is that she trusts him to handle the situation 
appropriately. 



Jesus’ first miracle: water becomes wine  John 
2:1-11

•The quantity of wine here is significant—120 to 180 
gallons.
•Abundant grain, oil, wine and flocks were seen as a sign of 

God’s blessing and often associated with the time of God’s 
deliverance of His people. Jeremiah 31:11-12; Joel 3:17-18; 
Amos 9:11-15

•Abundant wine is associated with the coming of the “Lion 
of Judah”  Genesis 49:11-2

• The setting of a feast describes the coming of messianic 
blessing  Isaiah 25:6



Jesus’ first stay in Capernaum with his relatives 
and early disciples.  John 2:12



Jesus’ first stay in Capernaum with his relatives 
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• “His mother and brothers”
• Note the first mention of other 

children born to Mary and Joseph.  
(Compare Matthew 13:53-56)

• There is only a problem with this if 
the biblically unfounded view of the 
perpetual virginity of Mary is held. 



First cleansing of the temple at the Passover  
John 2:13-22

• The public ministry of Jesus records cleansing of the Temple 
at the beginning and toward the end.  (see Mark 11:15-18)

• The Passover could only observed in Jerusalem in the time of 
Jesus   Deuteronomy 16:5-6

• Everyone 20 years old and up had to pay a half shekel 
offering.  Exodus 30:11-16  This had to be paid in shekels 
thus creating the need for money changers.

• Since most of the people had to travel long distances to 
observe the Passover, the animals for sacrifices would be 
purchased in Jerusalem.  



First cleansing of the temple at the Passover  
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• The money changers and those selling sacrificial animals had taken over the 
temple courts.  This excluded people from worship in these areas.  Most 
likely this was the court of the Gentiles.  



First cleansing of the temple at the Passover  
John 2:13-22

• This act was a strong statement by Jesus that He is the Messiah and 
has the authority to address this abuse of His Father’s house.
• Although this act is often used as justification for acting out of anger, note that 

neither this account nor the accounts of the later cleansing attribute these 
actions to anger.  The fulfilled scripture cited from Psalm 69:9 revealed that 
Jesus’ motivation was the passion for His Fathers house to be appropriately 
honored as a place of worship.

• The Jews recognized this by asking Him about His source of authority.

• Jesus pointed forward to the resurrection to establish his authority to 
take this action.

• Even the disciples did not fully grasp this significance of the statement 
of Jesus until after the resurrection.


