
A Harmony of the Gospels
The End of John’s Ministry and the 

Beginning of Christ’s Public Ministry



Early response to Jesus’ miracles  John 2:23-25

• Jesus was engaging in activity that could not be explained on 
human terms.

•Note that his sets the stage where Jesus practices 
discernment in how and when He reveals who He is and the 
nature of His mission.  He knew even at  this time the nature 
of a crowd that in one week would be shouting “Hosanna” 
and a week later shouting “Crucify Him”.

• This passage sets up the interview with Nicodemus.



Nicodemus’ interview with Jesus  John 3:1-21

•Nicodemus
•A Pharisee
•A ruler of the Jews (member of the Sanhedrin)
• Came to Jesus at night
• Visit promoted by the conclusion that the miracles done 

by Jesus had to be done by God’s power.



Nicodemus’ interview with Jesus  John 3:1-21

•Nicodemus 
• In all he was, had and had achieved he saw something in 

the life and ministry of Jesus he was missing.
• Jesus immediately identified the issue.  Nicodemus trusted 

in the fact of his birth into the Jewish nation as making 
him right with God.
• Jesus introduces the importance of a new birth.



Nicodemus’ interview with Jesus  John 3:1-21

•The New Birth
•Necessary for entrance into the Kingdom of God
•A spiritual birth subsequent to physical birth.
•An unseen birth with observable results
• Received by faith (Numbers 21:4-9
•Made possible by God’s love
•Made available through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ
• Provides salvation to people under the condemnation of 

sin



Nicodemus’ interview with Jesus  John 3:1-21

•Convicting words to Nicodemus
• Remember the setting that Nicodemus came to Jesus at 

night
• The presence of Jesus, the light of the world, exposes the 

sin of those who trust in their own righteousness
•Unfortunately many of Nicodemus’ colleagues would not 

embrace the light.
• The hope for Nicodemus is that he came to the light 
• Evidence that Nicodemus received the teaching of Jesus
• John 7:50; 19:39



John superseded by Jesus  John 3:22-36

•Aenon near Salim
•Not on the Jordan 

River
• Some large springs 

there.

•A short time of 
contemporaneous 
ministry of John 
and Jesus



John superseded by Jesus  John 3:22-36

•Questions about the purification rituals would 
naturally arise as what John was doing had some 
similarity but remarkably different.

•The statement to John seems to be designed to raise 
some concern with John about how Jesus seemed to 
be drawing the crowds away from him.



John superseded by Jesus  John 3:22-36

• John’s response
•One only legitimately has the opportunities God 

provides.
• It is important to know who you are and who you are 

not.
•Obedience to God’s plan will always exalt the Lord Jesus 

Christ.
• Jesus is the one who bears true witness and gives eternal 

life.


