
A Harmony of the Gospels
The End of John’s Ministry and the 

Beginning of Christ’s Public Ministry



John’s testimony about himself to the priests and 
Levites  John 1:19-28

• John asked if he was:
• The Messiah  Isaiah 61:1

• Anointed One-Kings and Priest were anointed in the Old Testament.

• Elijah Malachi 4:5; Compare Matthew 17:10-13

• The Prophet  Deuteronomy 18:15

• John knew both who he was not and who he was
• He was the the voice of one crying in the wilderness.  Isaiah 40:3-5



John’s testimony to Jesus as the Son of God  John 
1:29-34

• Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world  Leviticus 
16:20-22

• Son of God
• Closest connection in the Old Testament is in the Davidic Covenant 

2 Samuel 7:14

• Jesus refers to God as His Father, never our Father, emphasizing His 
unique relationship with the Father.

• The theme of Jesus as the Son of God is prominent in the Gospel of 
John

• God, the Father, speaks of being pleased with His Son at the 
baptism and transfiguration.



John’s testimony to Jesus as the Son of God  John 
1:29-34

• The identity of Jesus as the One to Whom he would give witness was 
revealed by the Spirit coming and remaining on Him at baptism.  John 
alludes to this in verse 26 in his answer to those sent by the Pharisees.



Jesus’ first followers  John 1:35-51

• John directs his disciples to follow Jesus.

• Probing question: “What are you looking for?”

•Andrew finds Simon
• Messiah-Anointed One  (Christ)

• Cephas-Aramaic-Rock

• Peter-Greek-Rock



Jesus’ first followers  John 1:35-51

•Philip called by Jesus and finds Nathanael
•Nathanael (Bartholomew)  Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 

6:14
•Moses and the prophets refers to the Jewish scripture.
•Nathanael reveals his grasp of scripture by challenging the 

fact that the promised One could come from Nazareth.
• Philip instructs all of us with his simple invitation: “Come 

and see.”



Jesus’ first followers  John 1:35-51

•Nathanael
• Jesus gives his assessment of Nathanael at first sight as one 

whose life is genuine and sincere in His walk with God.
• Nathanael asks how Jesus know this.

• Jesus leaves Nathanael in awe with his answer
• “Under the fig tree” would be a place of quite and solitude where one would 

retreat to commune with God.  Nathanael knew that only God would have 
known he was there and what he was doing.

• The revelation elicits the confession that Jesus is the Son of God.

• Jesus’ comment about the angels ascending and descending along with the 
choice of words “an Israelite in whom there is no deceit” might indicate that 
Nathanael has been meditation on the Genesis account of Jacob fleeing from 
Esau.  Genesis 28:10-17 



Jesus’ first followers  John 1:35-51

• Son of Man
• Most of the time used in the Old Testament to emphasize the 

frailty and limitations of people.

• God’s way of addressing the prophet Ezekiel.  Used almost 100 
times.

• Used of the Messiah in Daniel 7:13-14

• Term Jesus used most of Himself.

• Not used outside the Gospels to refer to Jesus.

• Use of the term would have:
• Pointed people to the vision in Daniel

• Emphasized the reality of the humanity of Jesus


