
A Harmony of the Gospels
Public Ministry of John the Baptist



John’s person, proclamation and baptism  
Matthew 3:1-6; Mark 1:2-6; Luke 3:3-6

• The three gospels clearly identify John as the fulfillment of the 
prophecy of a forerunner for the Messiah.  Isaiah 40

• Preaching a baptism of repentance
• There were ritual washings for the Jews but  the baptism of John was 

different:

• A one time act to publicly demonstrate confession of sin and a 
commitment to turn to God.

• Administered by John.  The ritual washings and even proselyte 
baptism were self-administered.

• This baptism of repentance emphasized that simply being 
born as an Israelite did not make one right with God.



John’s messages to the Pharisees, Sadducees, crowds, 
tax collectors and soldiers.  Matthew 3:7-10; Luke 3:7-14

• John’s general message:
• The wrath of God is coming

• Repentance is revealed in subsequent right living.

• God’s people are identified through their actions not their 
ancestry

• John’s specific instruction
• Following God is more about responsibility than privilege

• Note how John saw the redemption of what most Jews would 
have considered unacceptable professions.
• To tax collectors he counseled to be honest

• To soldiers he counseled to not abuse their authority and power.



John’s description of the Christ  Matthew 3:11-
12; Mark 1:7-8; Luke 3:15-18

• There is one coming after me:
• More powerful than I

• More worthy than I

• Will baptize with the Holy Spirit

• Will bring God’s judgment



A Harmony of the Gospels
The End of John’s Ministry and the 

Beginning of Christ’s Public Ministry



Jesus came 
from Galilee 

to the 
Jordan to be 
baptized by 

John







Jesus’ baptism by John  Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 
1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23a

• John’s baptism was a public declaration of turning from one’s 
former way of thinking and life and turning to God.

• John knew that Jesus did not need this baptism.

• Jesus’ reply adds the element of public commitment to fulfill 
all God had laid out before Him.

• Provided a direct connection with John the forerunner and 
the Messiah.

.



Jesus’ baptism by John  Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 
1:9-11; Luke 3:21-23a

• Jesus’ baptism sets the example for submission to the 
will of God.

•Notice the visible and audible expression of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit at this event.
• Voice of the Father
•Holy Spirit in the form of a dove



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

• 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Hebrews 4:14-15 (NKJV) 



Mount of Temptation outside Jericho



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

•Fasting:  A time where all else is set aside to focus on 
God. 
•Examples of extended fasts in the Bible.
• Jesus 
•Moses Exodus 34:28
•Elijah 1 Kings 19:8
•People of Nineveh Jonah 3:4-5
•Daniel Daniel 10:2 (Three weeks)



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

•Temptation to turn stone into bread
•Desire of the flesh 1 John 2:16
• 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good 

for food, Genesis 3:6a (ESV) 
• Jesus overcame this and the subsequent 

temptations by obeying God’s will as He has 
revealed it in His Word.



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

•Temptation to jump from the top of the temple.
•Pride of life  1 John 2:16
• 6 So when the woman saw… that the tree was to be 

desired to make one wise Genesis 3:6 (ESV) 
Note that Satan uses one of his most effective 
tactics of misapplying scripture to a situation in this 
temptation.  He quotes from Psalm 91:11-12



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

•Temptation to give His allegiance to Satan in 
exchange for the glitter and glamour of the 
world.
•Desires of the eyes  1 John 2:16
• 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was…a 

delight to the eyes, Genesis 3:6 (ESV) 
•Satan has not changed his tactic in temptation all 

through history.  Sadly he does not need to since we 
keep falling for his scheme.



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

•13 And when the devil had ended every 
temptation, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 
Luke 4:13 (ESV) 
•Luke leaves no question that these were not the only 

temptations Jesus faced in his lifetime yet as the 
Hebrews passage cited earlier tells us, He remained 
faithful.



Jesus’ temptation in the desert  Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

•11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels 
came and were ministering to him. 
Matthew 4:11 (ESV) 
•Note that the way to get rid of the devil at any given 

time is to act in obedience based on the Word of 
God.  James 4:7
•Note also how God provides for us when we reject 

the perversions and shortcuts of the devil.


