
Disciples Called and Ministry 
throughout Galilee

A Harmony of the Gospels



First call of the four  Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 
1:16-20

• Second of three specific encounters with Peter and Andrew
• John 1:35-42; Luke 5:1-11 (Some place the Luke 5 passage here 

but there is enough difference to indicate a different event.)

• Jesus does not call everyone away from the vocation of your 
training and interest to follow Him but He does issue the call 
and He uses the obedient to impact the world for His 
Kingdom.



Teaching in the synagogue of Capernaum 
authenticated by healing a demoniac. Mark 1:21-
28; Luke 4:31b-37
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• Taught as one with authority
• Jesus’ teaching was characterized by presenting or 

revealing truth from God and calling people to respond to 
that truth.

• God has the authority to command our obedience.



Teaching in the synagogue of Capernaum 
authenticated by healing a demoniac. Mark 1:21-
28; Luke 4:31b-37

• Encounter with an unclean spirit   (see Revelation 12:7-9)
• There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about 

the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and 
to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are 
equally pleased by both errors… 
• -C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters

• Note that this man does not fit the stereotypical “demon possessed” 
individual.  The demonic will exercise control to any extend people 
will give control.

• The enemy and his demons would prefer to remain hidden and wreak 
their havoc.



Teaching in the synagogue of Capernaum 
authenticated by healing a demoniac. Mark 1:21-
28; Luke 4:31b-37
• Encounter with an unclean spirit

• This unclean spirit knew it was exposed in the sight of Jesus

• Note that the unclean spirits all know who Jesus is and His power 
over them.

• Jesus would never allow them to continue to speak

• Jesus did what He had shortly before revealed he came to do—He 
set a captive free.

• The encountered with the demonic by Jesus reveals that the 
kingdom of God has come to this earth—a central point of His 
preaching.

• People were familiar with the power of evil spirits and welcomed 
the One who had power over them.
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• The deliverance of the man with the evil spirit and then the healing of 
Peter’s mother-in-law brought the helpless, hopeless and hurting to 
Jesus in droves.

• Many were healed.

• Again Jesus rejected the witness of the demonic.  He would give no 
forum for the enemy to follow his usual pattern of following up a 
truth with lies.



Tour of Galilee with Simon and others  Matthew 
4:23-25; Mark 1:35-39; Luke 4:42-44

• Jesus teaches us here and on many other occasions that we 
need to hear from God instead of taking our cues from the 
circumstances around us.

• The Father had sent Him on a mission to complete and He 
would remain faithful to it.



Cleansing of a man with leprosy, followed by much 
publicity  Matthew 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 
5:12-16

• Leprosy could refer to a variety of skins diseases that are 
persistent, aggressive, contagious and humanly incurable in 
Jesus’ day.  (see Leviticus 13-14)

• Note the first of several times the scripture describes human 
suffering as deeply touching the heart of our Lord.

• Jesus commanded him to immediately go to the priest as 
commanded in the Law of Moses. Leviticus 14
• It would have been a powerful testimony to the priests over the 

ministry of Jesus that suddenly people were coming on a regular 
basis to show cleansing from leprosy.
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• The command for this man say nothing to anyone was a 
practical matter of Jesus knowing how people would see him 
out simply for physical healing.

• He was right.


