
A Harmony of the Gospels



Arrival in Galilee John 4:43-45

• There was an initial welcome of Jesus by the Galileans because 
of those who had been in Jerusalem and witnessed the 
miraculous works there.

• It is obvious this enthusiasm cooled as Jesus went about doing 
the Father’s will rather than entertaining the people.

• John does not record the rejection at Nazareth to come shortly 
but gives an editorial comment about a prophet not being 
honored his own hometown.



The Ministry of Christ in Galilee
Opposition at Home and  New Headquarters



Nature of the Galilean ministry  Matthew 
4:17; Mark 1:14b-15; Luke 4:14b-15

• The revelation: This is the time of fulfillment for the 
kingdom of God

• The response
• Repent
• Believe



Child at Capernaum healed by Jesus while at 
Cana  John 4:46-54

• Jesus had established Himself as one capable of 
accomplishing miracles both in Galilee and in Judea.

• The miracles of Jesus are always for the purpose of 
bringing people to believe in the message He 
proclaimed.

• Jesus’ challenge and instruction to the man calls for the 
man to act in faith.



Present day city of Nazareth as seen from the Hill 
of Precipice 



Present day synagogue in Nazareth



Ministry and rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:16-
31a

•History of the Synagogue
•Not seen in the Old Testament
•Origin unclear but a firmly established institution by 

the time of Jesus.  Some inscriptions reference these 
places of Jewish worship and community as early as 
the mid 3rd century B.C.



Ministry and rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:16-
31a
•Offices of the Synagogue
•Head or leader of the synagogue (Jairus)
•A group of elders directed the activities of the 

synagogue
•An almoner collected and distributed money to the 

poor
•An attendant took care of the Scripture scrolls, 

announced the beginning and ending of the 
Sabbath by blowing the shophar.



Ministry and rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:16-
31a
•Services of the Synagogue included:
•Recitation of the Shema
•Prayer facing Jerusalem
• The Amen response of the congregation
•Reading from the scrolls of the Torah and the 

Prophets
• Translation of the Scriptures into Aramaic
• Sermon
•Benediction



Ministry and rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:16-
31a
• The Reading and message

• Jesus read from Isaiah 61:1-2a.  He stopped in the middle of a 
sentence because the time of God’s judgment is yet in our 
future.

• Jesus plainly stated that this scripture was talking about Him.

• Those attending the synagogue that day would have understood 
that this scripture was directed exclusively to the nation of Israel.

• Jesus revealed that God’s scope of concern for the hopeless 
plight of the world extended to all people.

• The people responded with anger at the understanding that 
their “hometown boy” would not use his influence to bring a 
favored position to their town or even to the nation.



Hill of Precipice



Move to Capernaum  
Matthew 4:13-16

•Matthew reveals this as the 
fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1-2

• Light often associated with 
Jesus coming into the world.
• Luke 2:32; John 1:4-9; 3:10-21; 

8:12; 9:5; 12:35-46


