
Harmony of the Gospels



Commissioning of the Twelve Matthew 10:1-42; 
Mark 6:7-11; Luke 9:1-5

•The Perpetuation of the commission
• Fear God more than man vv26-28
• Rest in God’s care  vv29-33
• The call of Jesus for our highest devotion will inevitable 

clash with other demands for our loyalty to ourselves and 
others. Vv34-39
• Those who do accept those bearing God’s message, accept 

God. Vv40-42



Workers sent out  Matthew 11:1; Mark 6:12-13; 
Luke 9:6

•The account confirms that the disciples faithfully 
carried out the commission.

•Another confirmation of the person and power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He told them the power He was 
giving to them and they experienced the reality of it as 
they went about the work He sent them to do.



Herod’s mistaken identification of Jesus Matthew 
14:1-2; Mark 6:14-16; Luke 9:7-9
• The signs and wonders that accompanied the ministry of 

Jesus were getting the attention of people especially now 
that these were multiplied by the disciples sent out and 
empowered to accomplish these miracles in the name of 
Jesus.

• Speculations about the works of Jesus ranged from John 
being raise from the dead to the reappearance of Elijah or 
the coming of a new prophet like the Old Testament 
prophets.

•Herod’s guilty conscience convinced him that John who He 
had killed had risen from the dead.



Earlier imprisonment and beheading of John the 
Baptist Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29

•Herod Antipas  born 20 B.C.
• Son of Herod the Great and Malthace (a Samaritan)
• Younger brother of Archealaus
• Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea 4 B.C. to A.D. 39
• Built Tiberias named for the Roman emperor Tiberius.  

Built by the Sea of Galilee and became the capital city of 
his realm.



Earlier imprisonment and beheading of John the 
Baptist Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29

•Herod Antipas  born 20 B.C.
• First married to the daughter of the Nabatean king Aretas IV.  

Marriage arranged by Augustus Caesar to gain peace between the 
Jews and Arabs.

• During a visit to his brother Philip around A.D. 29 he developed the 
desire to marry Philip’s wife and his niece Herodias.

• He married her when he returned from Rome.  His first wife 
learned of the plot and fled to her father before he returned.



Earlier imprisonment and beheading of John the 
Baptist Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29

•Herod Antipas  born 20 B.C.
• The only scenario where a man could marry his brother’s 

wife is if the brother had died and left no descendants.
•Marrying the wife of one’s brother under any other 

circumstance was expressed forbidden.  Leviticus 18:16; 
20:21
• It seems that Herodias was the driving force behind 

Herod’s imprisonment of John



Earlier imprisonment and beheading of John the 
Baptist Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29

•Herod Antipas  born 20 B.C.
•Herod’s interaction with John
• Respected (feared) him
• Recognized his godly character
• Protected him (probably from Herodias who wanted 

John dead)
• Listened to John’s counsel but came short of adjusting 

his life to it.



Earlier imprisonment and beheading of John the 
Baptist Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29
• The death of John the Baptist

• It is unclear if Herodias conspired to create this setting but she 
certainly took advantage of it.

• She was well aware of Herod’s tendency to be ruled by his fleshly 
passions.

• You could not have much more of a stark contrast between evil 
and good than the cold murderous heart of Herodias and the 
capitulation of Herod to his lust and peer pressure compared to 
the servant of God giving his life in obedient service to God.

• A sad reality of the degradation of sin emerges when Jesus is 
before Herod a couple of years later.  There is not a hint of 
receptivity Herod had to John. (see Luke 23:6-11)



Return of the workers and attempt to withdraw from 
the crowds Matthew 14:13-14; Mark 6:30-34; Luke 
9:10-11; John 6:1-3

• Those who have been on a short-term mission trip realize the 
intensity of the work.  Multiply this by the powers given to the 
disciples and you have the chaotic scene described here.

• Jesus recognized the need for all of them to get some rest.

• From most places around the sea of Galilee you could see where a 
ship was headed and where it landed.  The crowd saw the direction, 
hurried around the shore and was there waiting for them. 
(Circumference of the Sea of Galilee is about 33 miles.)

• Jesus let his compassion overcome his fatigue and ministered to 
them.  Opportunity for effective ministry is rarely at an opportune 
time in our schedule.


