
Harmony of the Gospels



Allegory of the good shepherd and the thief 
John 10:1-18

•One of the distinctions between John and the Synoptic 
gospels is the use of parables in Jesus’ teaching.  Here and in 
John 15 are two of the rare uses of parables in John’s gospel.

•Note this is in the context of the Pharisees excommunicating 
the man who was healed of blindness.  Jesus here asserts 
that He is the one who has the legitimate oversight of God’s 
flock.



Allegory of the good shepherd and the thief 
John 10:1-18

•The Good Shepherd
• Serves as the door of the sheepfold providing safety and 

security for the sheep
• Protects from those who would bring destruction and by 

contrast is the means by which abundant life is possible.
• Lays down His life for the sheep in contrast to those (as 

the religious leaders) who have their own self-interest first 
and foremost.
• Those who were truly sons of Abraham would know Him 

as sheep know their own shepherd.



Allegory of the good shepherd and the thief 
John 10:1-18

•The Good Shepherd
• Jesus reveals that He would bring others in that were not 

of this fold (Gentiles) and they will also listen to His voice.
• Jesus again reveals His impending death but assures that it 

is all a part of the Father’s plan.



I am the door of the sheep.



Further division among the Jews  John 10:19-21

• The debate goes on between those who listen and those 
who do not.

• The difference is between looking at the evidence or relying 
on one’s preconceived ideas.



Commissioning of the seventy Luke 10:1-16

•Matthew, Mark and Luke record the sending out of the 
Twelve.  Matthew 10:1-42; Mark 6:7-11; Luke 9:1-5.  Only 
Luke records the appointment and sending out of the 70.

•About an equal number of manuscripts have seventy and 
seventy-two.

• Sent out in pairs ahead of Jesus to the towns and places 
where Jesus was about to go.  They were, “Preparing People 
to Meet Jesus”.



Commissioning of the seventy Luke 10:1-16

•The instruction:
• Pray for laborers for the plentiful harvest
•Recognize their total dependence on Jesus
• Trust God for  provision
•Go with a sense of urgency


