
Harmony of the Gospels



Commissioning of the seventy Luke 10:1-16

•The instruction:
• Focus attention on those who are receptive  “person of 

peace”
•Be content with your circumstances
• Engage in ministry
• Preach the gospel
•Warn those who reject the message



Return of the seventy  Luke 10:17-24

• The 70 saw the power of God overcome the power of Satan 
in an unprecedented fashion in their experience.

• Jesus gives them a glimpse of the picture of the larger 
spiritual battle as He saw the defeat of Satan during this 
time.

• Still their greatest joy was to be found in their relationship 
with the one true and living God.
• “Names written in heaven”- Exodus 32:32-33; Daniel 12:1; 

Philippians 4:3; Rev 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:15; 21:27



Return of the seventy  Luke 10:17-24

•Although the gospels are punctuated with the incidents of 
Jesus praying this is one of the rare times we have at least a 
part of the content of his prayer.

• Includes thanks and glory to God the Father.

• Emphasizes how God’s truth is revealed to those with child-
like faith in God.

•What we know of the Father and the Son is what has been 
revealed to us.



Return of the seventy  Luke 10:17-24

• The main theme of the proclamation of Jesus that the 
“kingdom of God has come” is emphasized here as Jesus tells 
his followers of their privilege to witness the fulfillment of 
what those before knew about but longed to see.



Story of the good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

• The lawyer asked a questions to which he already knew the 
answer in an attempt to find some flaw in Jesus’ teaching.

• In his eagerness to display his grasp of the law, the lawyer 
revealed that he knew the summary of the Old Testament 
law as revealed in these two commandments.



Story of the good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

• Jesus simply told him to go and put these things into 
practice.

• To try to justify his initial question the lawyer asked Jesus to 
clarify to whom the second commandment applied.

• The standard Jewish answer to that question would have 
been that any other Jew would be considered as one’s 
neighbor.



Story of the good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37

• Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan to drive home the 
point that the biblical definition of neighbor crosses any 
artificial boundary our culture or biases might establish.

• This story defines our neighbor as anyone who falls within 
our sphere of influence at any particular time.

•We treat a person as our neighbor in the way God intends for 
us to treat them when we engage them for good regardless 
of who they are.


