
Harmony of the Gospels



Jesus’ visit with Mary and Martha Luke 10:38-42

• The first mention of this family in the gospels.  Only mention 
in Luke.  Two times later in John 11 and 12.

• The interaction seems to presuppose a familiarity with Jesus.

•Martha has become the proverbial believer who allows the 
activity of ministry to overshadow the relationship with 
Jesus.



Jesus’ visit with Mary and Martha Luke 10:38-42

•Resentment in the midst of ministry should always be a 
danger signal for us.

•All that we do must flow out of the close relationship we 
have with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus perfectly 
models this for us as His intense activity flowed from His 
communion with the Father.



Lesson on how to pray and parable of the bold 
friend.  Luke 11:1-13

• The disciples would have learned prayers to recite as they 
were taught in the synagogues.  Observant Jews would pray 
three times per day.  The main content of their prayers were 
the 18 Benedictions.

• The disciples would have had the opportunity to observe the 
place of prayer in the life of Jesus for some time now.  The 
recognition that there was a powerful connection between 
prayer and His activities doubtless promoted the request to 
teach them to pray effectively.



Lesson on how to pray and parable of the bold 
friend.  Luke 11:1-13

•The example Jesus gives reveals that prayer chiefly 
confesses to God the truth of who He is and who we 
are.
•God is holy in character
•God’s will is paramount
•We are dependent on Him for all things physical and 

spiritual



Lesson on how to pray and parable of the bold 
friend.  Luke 11:1-13

• This parable and subsequent teaching reveal that God’s love and 
care for us move Him to provide for us but He has connected this 
provision to our requests.

• The point of the  parable is that the man goes to his friend 
because he knows the friend has what he needs.  It is important 
not to subtlety allegorize this parable by making the friend 
represent God and thus drawing the erroneous conclusion that 
God will grant anything based on our persistence.  The teaching 
of the parable is that if a friend will give what is asked for simply 
to get rid of his friend, how much more will our heavenly Father 
provide the good and appropriate things when we ask of Him.



A third blasphemous accusation and a second 
debate  Luke 11:14-28

• Although the ones making the accusation against Jesus are not 
identified here, it was usually the Pharisees.

• This is another example of an undeniable miracle had taken place.  
The only way they can think of to try to discredit Jesus was to accuse 
Him of performing these miracles through the power of the devil.

• Jesus reveals the ridiculous nature of their argument that the devil 
would be fighting against himself.

• Jesus reveals that His power over Satan’s kingdom is evidence that 
One stronger than Satan is here.



A third blasphemous accusation and a second 
debate  Luke 11:14-28

•No one rides the fence when it comes to God’s kingdom. 

• The control of a life is either under the dominion of God or 
the devil.



A third blasphemous accusation and a second 
debate  Luke 11:14-28

• Jesus was always clear that those who are blessed by God 
are those who hear and obey His word.



The evil generation
Matthew 12:38-42; Luke 11:29-36

• Sign of Jonah
• Jesus revealed that He will be in the tomb for three days as Jonah 

was in the belly of the fish for three days. 

• The people of Nineveh repented at the preaching of one sent 
from God.  Now one greater than Jonah is among them and 
they do not repent.

• The Queen of Sheba sought out Solomon because of his 
wisdom but one wiser than Solomon is among them.



The evil generation
Matthew 12:38-42; Luke 11:29-36

• The evil generation was so blinded by their preconceived 
ideas they were not open to Jesus, the light that had come 
into the world.



Woes against the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
while eating with a Pharisee  Luke 11:37-54

• Jesus points out how meticulous the Pharisees are with 
outward appearance but how negligent they are with what is 
within.
• Washing the outside but neglecting the inside

• Meticulous with the tithe but neglecting justice and the love of 
God

• Striving for the praise of men rather than the favor of God.

• Deceitful like an unmarked grave. (Graves were marked so that 
someone would not inadvertently come into contact with it and be 
ceremonially unclean as a result.)



Woes against the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
while eating with a Pharisee  Luke 11:37-54

• Jesus’ response to a lawyer (scribe) who took offense 
at His remarks to the Pharisees.
• You unduly burden the people with extra-biblical regulations.

• You stand in agreement with those who killed the prophets before 
you.

• You hinder people from desiring the kingdom of God.

•More and more now the religious leaders will try to 
challenge the teaching of Jesus in order to catch Him in some 
error or inconsistency.  They never succeed. 


