
Harmony of the Gospels



Jesus’ relationship to Abraham and attempted 
stoning  John 8:31-59

• Abraham was noted for knowing and doing the will of God.  They 
were not following in his footsteps.  They are more in line with their 
disobedient ancestors who rejected the message of God’s prophets 
and suffered God’s judgment.

• V41 may be a slam toward Jesus related to their perception of the 
circumstances of His birth.

• They now claim that God is their Father.  Jesus reveals that their 
rejection of Him, the One who came from the Father, reveals that 
their father is the devil.
• Disregard for the truth

• Plot to kill Jesus



Jesus’ relationship to Abraham and attempted 
stoning  John 8:31-59

• They further revealed the condition of their heart when they chose to 
attack the bearer of truth rather than aligning their life with the truth.

• Jesus again clearly lays claim to the identity of the I AM.  Now they 
fully understand the implication as evidenced by their intention to 
stone Him.



Healing of a man born blind John 9:1-7

• The disciples reflect the common Jewish belief of that day that 
physical affliction such as blindness was a direct result of sin.

• Jesus revealed that the man was born blind for this very moment that 
through him God would be glorified.

• Jesus punctuates the fact that He is the light of the world by healing 
one who was born blind.

• The blind man here begins a pattern of moving toward God at every 
opportunity and thereby seeing more clearly at every step.



Response of the blind man’s neighbors John 9:8-12

•A debate began among those who knew him.

•All of us have had the experience of seeing someone in a 
different setting and not immediately recognizing them.

• The man knew what had happened to him and readily gave 
witness that it was Jesus who put the mud on his eyes and 
told him to go wash in the pool of Siloam.



Examination and excommunication of the blind 
man by the Pharisees John 9:13-34

•Again the only thing the Pharisees would see, due to their 
blindness, was that their Sabbath rules had been broken. i.e. 
Making the mud, putting it on the man’s eyes and making 
someone better.

• Their quandary was that something had happened here that 
had no natural or human explanation.  However, it did not fit 
into their nice neat system of how God works.

•Note that now the man recognizes Jesus as one sent from 
God i.e. a prophet.  This is another step in the right direction.



Examination and excommunication of the blind 
man by the Pharisees John 9:13-34

•The Pharisees now try to cast doubt on the fact that a 
miracle had indeed taken place.

•The parents are called in as witness.  
• They gave testimony to what they knew:

• This is their son

• He was born blind



Examination and excommunication of the blind 
man by the Pharisees John 9:13-34

•The Pharisees now try to cast doubt on the fact that a 
miracle had indeed taken place.

•The parents are called in as witness.  
• They did not know

• How he received his sight

• Who was responsible

• They referred the religious leaders back to their son 
because they were afraid of the threat of 
excommunication by the Jewish leaders of anyone who 
accepted Jesus as the Messiah.



Examination and excommunication of the blind 
man by the Pharisees John 9:13-34

•The Pharisees now try to cast doubt on the fact that a 
miracle had indeed taken place.
• The man is called back before the Pharisees

• They reveal their assessment of Jesus that He is a sinner

• The man rebuts with the thing he knew—I was blind, now I see.

• The man grows bolder toward the leaders as he grows more 
confident in Jesus

• He now makes the strongest assertion that Jesus is from God.

• The leaders respond by excommunicating him.



Jesus’ identification of himself to the blind man 
John 9:35-38
• Jesus now finds the man to more fully reveal Himself to him.
• Jesus presents Himself as the Son of Man (Daniel 7:13-14
• The man believes and worshipped Jesus

• Note that a confirming mark of the deity of Jesus is that He 
always received the worship of people.  Contrast this with 
Revelation 19:10; 22:8-9



Spiritual blindness of the Pharisees John 9:39-41

• For those who were blind and wished to receive sight like 
this man on both a physical and spiritual level, Jesus’ 
presence gave light.

• For those like the Pharisees who refused to acknowledge 
their blindness the light drove them further into their self-
imposed darkness.


