
Harmony of the Gospels



From Jerusalem to Perea John 10:40-42

Jordan River, February, 
2015
Left side is the border of 
Israel
Right side is the border of 
Jordan
Traditional site of John the 
Baptist’s ministry just 
north of the Dead Sea.



From Jerusalem to Perea John 10:40-42

•This should help give us a proper perspective of miracles.
•God miraculously intervenes in the world to accomplish 

His purpose.  The stark contrast between the miraculous 
works of Jesus Christ and the total lack of miracles in the 
life of John the Baptist was intentional.
• John faithfully fulfilled his purpose of pointing people to 

Jesus Christ.  
• The faithful follower of our Lord will neither be prideful 

when privileged to be a part of God’s miraculous works or 
despondent when miraculous intervention is absent.



Question about salvation and entering the 
kingdom  Luke 13:22-30

• The crucifixion is now about three months away.  Everything now will 
more and more focus on that event to take place in Jerusalem.

• Jesus uses the question to reveal the nature of God’s kingdom.

• Jesus had already identified Himself as the door.  Those who reject 
Him, regardless of their national heritage will not enter.

• The word to the national of Israel is that the Way to salvation by 
inclusion into the kingdom had come to dwell among them but 
many would reject Him.

• There are many others who will eventually hear and respond to the 
message that salvation is only through Him.



Anticipation of Jesus’ coming death and His sorrow 
over Jerusalem  Luke 13:31-35

• Perhaps an attempt by the Pharisees to force Jesus back to 
Judea so they could arrest him.  They certainly would not be 
looking out for His well-being.

• Jesus again indicates that all things will be done at the 
proper time.

• Jesus laments over the sad and bloody reputation of 
Jerusalem regarding God’s attempts to bring them to 
repentance over the history of that city.



Healing of a man with dropsy while eating with a 
prominent Pharisee on the Sabbath, and three parables 
suggested by the occasion. Luke 14:1-24

• Dropsy-Old term for edema, accumulation of fluid.  Can refer to 
anything from foot and ankle swelling to congestive heart failure.

• The quandary of the lawyers and Pharisees was that the Mosaic Law 
did not forbid healing on the Sabbath.  The rules they had developed 
in their legalistic system prohibited healing on the Sabbath.

• This smacks of a setup but Jesus defuses the situation at the 
beginning with His question and then punctuates His point with the 
statement about how they would rescue a son or an animal who had 
fallen into a well.  He exposes their lack of compassion.



Healing of a man with dropsy while eating with a 
prominent Pharisee on the Sabbath, and three parables 
suggested by the occasion. Luke 14:1-24

•Using the setting of a wedding feast, Jesus warns against 
pride.

• The guests of honor would arrive fashionably late and those 
who were jockeying for the best seats would be shamed 
when asked to give up their seats to those for whom they 
had been reserved.

• Jesus clearly states the principle which applies in His 
kingdom and at a practical level at a social gathering: We 
need to always act with humility.



Healing of a man with dropsy while eating with a 
prominent Pharisee on the Sabbath, and three parables 
suggested by the occasion. Luke 14:1-24

•Using the setting of a banquet such as He was attending, 
Jesus warns against self-centered service.

• Those in God’s kingdom look for more than an immediate, 
material and temporary return on their service to others.  
We look toward  service that makes a difference in the lives 
of people and a reward from our Father in Heaven.



Healing of a man with dropsy while eating with a 
prominent Pharisee on the Sabbath, and three parables 
suggested by the occasion. Luke 14:1-24

• The mention of a banquet and of the time of the resurrection elicits a 
remark by one present about the blessing of those who would be a 
part of this kind of fellowship in the kingdom of God after the 
fulfillment of all things.  (See Isaiah 25:6-8; Revelation 19:9)

• The assumption behind this remark was that, of course, those 
present, who would represent the elite of the nation of Israel, would 
be included in that banquet.

• Jesus’ stunning reply in the form of a parables gives the sober reality 
that those who had received the invitation excluded themselves by 
their preoccupation with things they deemed more important than 
accepting the invitation to come to the great banquet.  



Healing of a man with dropsy while eating with a 
prominent Pharisee on the Sabbath, and three parables 
suggested by the occasion. Luke 14:1-24

• The author T. W. Manson in his book, The Sayings of Jesus: As 
Recorded in the Gospels According to St Matthew and St. 
Luke, says it like this:

• “The two essential points in His teachings are that no man 
can enter the Kingdom without the invitation of God, and 
that no man can remain outside it but by his own deliberate 
choice.  Man cannot save himself; but he can damn himself.”



Cost of discipleship  Luke 14:25-35

• For a disciple of Jesus Christ, no relationship can rise above 
our relationship with Him. 

• The disciple of Jesus Christ will draw no boundaries nor offer 
any limits to what it will take to follow all that Jesus 
commands and leads us to do.

• Jesus lays out the cost of discipleship and we need to take a 
serious look at what He requires as we determine our 
commitment to Him.


