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Exodus
The First Plague: Nile and all surface water
turned to blood.
• God knows the condition of our heart and how to address it. 7:14
• Pharaoh’s initial response had been that he did not know Yahweh nor
did he intend to obey Him. His education is about to begin. The
purpose of these judgments is in this statement: “By this you shall
know that I am the LORD (Yahweh). 7:17
• Moses is directed to go meet Pharaoh as he goes out to the water.
This seems to be a regular practice (see 8:20) but there is no
documentation on why he would go to the Nile each day. Speculation
ranges from bathing to making sacrifices to the gods associated with
the Nile. (Khnum, Hapi and Osiris)
• The emphasis is the strategic importance of the Nile to Egypt.
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This map shows the significance of the Nile River even in modern times.

Note how the influence of the Nile sets the extent of
habitation in this shot of modern Cairo.

2

10/17/2018

The First Plague: Nile and all surface water
turned to blood.
• Note that God tells what He is about to do and then does it. The
emphasis is on the fact that when He says He is going to do
something, no power can stop Him.
• Pharaoh stood powerless to protect His country and people from the
Nile turning into blood.
• An important note, the magicians were able to appear to turn water
into blood, however, what was needed was the power to reverse the
process accomplished by God. This they were completely incapable
of doing. This is an example of the deceitful nature of sin as it clouds
our thoughts.

The First Plague: Nile and all surface water
turned to blood.
• The plague lasted seven days making it necessary for the Egyptians to
dig around the Nile for water. Humans can only live for a few days
without water.
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The Second Plague: Frogs
• Note that again this is focused on the Nile which was normally a great
blessing now becomes the source of the curse of frogs. The goddess
Hapi was often depicted with the head of a frog.
• Pharaoh was given the choice again to let the people go under the
warning of a plague of frogs if he refused.
• Again the plague is described before it took place and executed at the
refusal of Pharaoh to let the people go.
• Again the magicians produced what was least needed—more frogs.

The Second Plague: Frogs
• The plague of frogs promoted Pharaoh to ask that the plague stop
and pledged that he would let the people go.
• Moses gives him the option to choose the timing when the plague
would end. He chose to spend one more night with the frogs. This
probably reflected the hope that this “natural disaster” would
naturally end.
• To punctuate the fact that this was from the hand of God the plague
did not abate until the next day when Moses petitioned God for it to
stop as Pharaoh had requested.
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The Second Plague: Frogs
• The immediate death of the frogs, literally in their tracks, shows the
command of God over his creation.
• Pharaoh’s heart is not changed as revealed in his reversal of his
pledge to let the people go.

The Third Plague: Gnats
• No warning is given before this plague.
• The magicians have reached the end of their tricks and give witness
that this is supernatural.
• Pharaoh’s heart remains hard.
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The Fourth Plague: Flies
• The second time Pharaoh is confronted by Moses as he goes out to
the water early in the morning.
• The command of Yahweh is given again to let His people go with the
warning of the next plague if this command is not obeyed.
• Pharaoh is given a day to consider his response. (God is never eager
to bring judgment).
• God now begins to make a distinction between the area in which the
Israelites reside and the rest of Egypt in a further display of his power.

The Fourth Plague: Flies
• This plague again elicits a plead from Pharaoh to stop the plague. He tries
to negotiate by allowing them to go and sacrifice to God without leaving
Egypt.
• Moses insists on going three days journey into the wilderness outside of
Egypt based in part on the fact that sheep and goat sacrifices were not
acceptable sacrifices in Egypt.
• Pharaoh conceded yet asked that they go no further than necessary.
• Pharaoh asked Moses to pray for him and Moses shows his skepticism of
Pharaoh’s sincerity by warning Pharaoh about keeping his word.
• At the prayer of Moses the flies leave but again Pharaoh hardens his heart
and does not let the people go.
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The Fifth Plague: Egyptian Livestock Die
• Moses is again sent in to repeat Yahweh’s command to let His people
go with the warning that if not livestock of the Egyptians will die.
• A distinction will again be made between the Egyptians and Israelites
with the Israelites suffering no loss.
• Pharaoh is again given a day to think about his choice.
• He does not respond and the plague takes place and even though he
confirmed that the livestock of the Israelites were spared he again
responded from his hard heart and did not let the people go.
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