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From the Sea to Sinai
• The fourth challenge—The attack of the Amalekites 17:8‐16
• Joshua was enlisted to choose those who would go out and fight.
• Moses went to the top of the hill to intercede with God on their
behalf.
• Aaron and Hur accompanied Moses and held up his hands so Israel
could prevail. This revealed God’s intervention on their behalf and
how dependent they were for that intervention.

From the Sea to Sinai
• The fourth challenge—The attack of the Amalekites 17:8‐16
• God reveals that He will blot out the memory of Amalek from
under heaven and also indicates conflict with them from
generation to generation.
• 1 Samuel 15 gives the account of King Saul commissioned to wipe out the
Amalekites but he disobeys by sparing some of the people.
• Multiple conflicts with the Amalekites are recorded through the
remainder of First and Second Samuel
• 1 Chronicles 4:43 records how the descendants of Simeon finally
destroyed the last of the Amalekites during the reign of Hezekiah, king of
Judah.
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The Israelites at Sinai
• Arrival of Jethro, Moses’ father‐in‐law along with Moses’ wife and
sons. 18:1‐12
• This account is positioned in the timeline in these words, 5 Jethro, Moses’
father‐in‐law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness
where he was encamped at the mountain of God. Exodus 18:5 (ESV)
• Some of the terminology would suggest that this was some time after they
arrived, 15 And Moses said to his father‐in‐law, “Because the people come to
me to inquire of God; 16 when they have a dispute, they come to me and I
decide between one person and another, and I make them know the statutes
of God and his laws.” Exodus 18:15‐16 (ESV)
• Israelites stayed at Sinai for nearly two years, leaving on the 20th day of the
second month in the second year after leaving Egypt. (Numbers 10:11)

The Israelites at Sinai
• Arrival of Jethro, Moses’ father‐in‐law along with Moses’ wife and
sons. 18:1‐12
• We last saw Moses’ family in chapter 4. They are never mentioned in Egypt
and this is the most likely point at which Moses sent them back to Jethro.
• Jethro is identified as “the priest of Midian” without qualification of what
means. Contrast this to the identification of Melchizedek in Genesis 14 as the
“priest of the Most High God.”
• Moses related to Jethro the works of God both in Egypt and during the
journey to Sinai . Jethro responded to this by the confession that Yahweh is
greater than all gods.
• Jethro worshipped Yahweh by bringing burnt offerings and sacrifices.

The Israelites at Sinai
• Jethro gives counsel to Moses concerning the oversight of the
people. 18:13‐27
• Jethro observed Moses handling all of the issues that required an arbitrator
or judge.
• Jethro warned Moses that this was not a sustainable practice and proposed
setting up judges.
• Moses would retain his place as the one who represented God to the
people and the people to God.
• Moses would choose men who would be over thousands, hundreds, fifties
and tens. (Roughly equivalent to battalion, company, platoon and squad
in the U.S. Army.)
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The Israelites at Sinai
• Jethro gives counsel to Moses concerning the oversight of the
people. 18:13‐27
• Jethro warned Moses that this was not a sustainable practice and proposed
setting up judges.

• These men would handle most cases but those that could not be
resolved through this system would be brought before Moses.
• Qualifications:
• Men who fear God
• Trustworthy
• Honest, integrity (hate a bribe)
• Discerning, humble (know when to take a matter to a higher
level)

The Israelites at Sinai
• Jethro gives counsel to Moses concerning the oversight of the
people. 18:13‐27
• Lessons

• God often gives us direction through people.
• If it is from God the guidance will always be consistent with
Gods' revelation.

The Israelites at Sinai
• The record of the arrival at Sinai 19:1‐2
• Three months after leaving Egypt. About 200 miles of travel
• A fulfillment of what God had spoken to Moses at the burning
bush: 12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign
for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” Exodus 3:12
(ESV)
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The Israelites at Sinai
• Moses' meeting with God 19:3‐6
• Moses is to highlight the fact that Yahweh snatched them up out of Egypt like
an eagle snatches it prey and flies away with it.
• If they obey and keep the covenant God is now establishing with them the
Israelites will be:
• God's treasured possession—expresses a special treasure acquired by one
who owns everything
• A kingdom of priest—they would have the opportunity to bring people to
God.
• A holy nation—the would be a nation set apart by their practice of
righteousness

The Israelites at Sinai
• Moses' meeting with the people 19:7‐15
• Assembled the leaders and related God's message to them
• The people commit to obey all that the Yahweh has spoken.

The Israelites at Sinai
• Moses' meeting with the people 19:7‐15
• God reveals that He will meet with the people and Moses receives
instructions on how to prepare for that meeting.

• Two days of preparation.
• Although the word fasting is not used, it seems that these two days
were to be two days of deep contemplation on this meeting with God
to the extent that routine activities of life would be laid aside.
• Garments to be washed.

• Boundaries to be set around the mountain and anyone or
anything breaching the boundary would be immediately put to
death.
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The Israelites at Sinai
• Yahweh’s meeting with the people 19:16‐20:17
• The presence of God depicted by thunder, lightening, a dark cloud
and a very loud trumpet blast.
• The people gathered around the mountain and Moses went up on
the mountain
• God sent Moses to bring Aaron up with him and to warn the
people to not come up on the mountain.
• God spoke His commands directly to the people.
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