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This Evening’s Worship Query:

† How Can a Holy God and an Unholy People
Occupy the Same Space Together?
Tonight’s Message:

Healthy Dread…
The Lord is at Hand.
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† Overview of Leviticus
• Moses is in the Sinai.
• Comfortable in Egypt.
• But, in the Sinai, it was neither predictable, nor
comfortable.
• So, Moses…why is this better? ‘Enquiring minds
want to know.’ Why have you chosen this
path?
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
• Book of Exodus: Moses – presented the
instructions of Yahweh.
• Who he is.
• The laws, judgments, statutes to live by.
• Lord’s direction concerning their central
place of worship… i.e. the tabernacle.
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“Let Them Make Me a Sanctuary”
What is a Sanctuary ?:
It is a holy place; a temple…i.e. a
tabernacle
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Creation -vs- Tabernacle
The importance of the chapters in Exodus
which deal with the tabernacle has been
stated well by Witsius: “God created the
whole world in six days, but he used forty
to instruct Moses about the tabernacle. A
little over one chapter was needed to
describe the structure of the world, but six
chapters were used for the tabernacle.”
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Tabernacle Description
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3 And

I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them,
and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them
and be their God. [Revelation 21:3]

Within the house of a new creation,
 the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb will be
the church’s temple,
 and the church—God’s people of every age
and nation—will be God’s temple.
Then we will know the fullness of life with God in
the house of God.
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Tabernacle
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The Altar of Burnt Offering
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The Bronze Basin

166

Tabernacle
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The Lampstand or Menorah
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
 Book of Leviticus: The heart of the matter is
revealed in this book, i.e. holiness.
• How can a holy God and an unholy people
occupy the same space together?
• How can they have a relationship?
• What does holy mean, anyway?
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
• Three significant events after creation:
1. The Fall.
2. The Flood.
3. The dispersion from Babel.
• Descendants of Abraham and Sarah:
• The means to draw people to holy worship.
• People had to be holy.
• They were to have moral purity and stand out.
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
• “Leviticus” – Concerning the Levites.
• Members of the tribe served as Israel’s priests.
• Aaron was the ‘high priest.’
• Role: Teach the Israelites how to be holy.
• Book of Leviticus concerns the responsibilities
and duties of the Levites.
• They were intermediaries between people
and God.

182

183

14

6-5-19

Breastplate of the High Priest
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
•

Leviticus includes instructions on how to
worship, including:
• Ceremonies.
• Rituals.
• Sacrifices.
• Washings.
• Offerings.
• Feasts.
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
The challenge posed in Leviticus:
• How could Moses, Aaron, and the Levitical
priests convince the Israelites that Yahweh’s
laws were good for them?
Could the Israelites:
• Conform their lives to the will of God?
• Would they see the difference between their
holy God and:
• the gods of the Egyptians to the south and
• their new pagan neighbors in Canaan?
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† Overview of Leviticus [cont’d]
By making the perfection of God the focus of
their lives, the Israelites would be more likely to
reflect Him to the Gentile nations.
• The goal  to let a focus on
 ritual holiness and perfection draw them
ever closer to
 moral holiness and perfection.
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Standard of holiness for the High Priest
21:10-15
Further expressions of mourning or distress forbidden.
v10 (See Matthew 26:65)
No contact with the dead under any circumstances.
v11
Could not leave the sanctuary when duty required him to be
there even in the event of pressing personal matters. v12

Could only marry a virgin. vv.12-14
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Limitations on serving or functioning as a
priest. 21:16-22:9

Those with a physical blemish or permanent
disability or abnormality may not serve as a priest.
21:16-24
None may serve in a state of uncleanness 22:1-9
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People other than the priests who could eat of
the priest’s portion of the sacrifices. 22:10-16
A person who is not a priest or a part of a priest’s
family is forbidden to eat of the holy things. vv.10-13
Includes a foreign guest
Includes a hired worker
Includes a married daughter who is married to
someone who is not a priest.
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People other than the priests who could eat of
the priest’s portion of the sacrifices. 22:10-16
People who are a part of the priest’s family could
eat of the holy things. vv.10-13
Includes a purchased servant and anyone in his
household
Includes the daughter of a priest who is
divorced or widowed, childless and living back
in her father’s home.
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People other than the priests who could eat of
the priest’s portion of the sacrifices. 22:10-16
An unintentional infraction resulted in a penalty of
replacing the thing eaten plus 20 percent. v14
Care is to be given to not treat anything holy as
common. vv.15-16
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The sacrifices offered to God are to reflect
God’s holiness. 22:17-33
Only unblemished animals are acceptable for
sacrifice. vv.17-25
The only exception is that an animal with an
abnormally long or short limb could be offered for a
freewill offering only. v23
Animals obtained from foreigners were not
acceptable presumably because the males would
have been castrated. v24-25
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The sacrifices offered to God are to reflect
God’s holiness. 22:17-33
The limitations on the sacrifice of a young animal related
to its mother reflects the fact that God is not greedy or
cruel. vv.26-30
According to Exodus 22:30 the firstborn of the animals
must be sacrificed but not until the eighth day.
The prohibition against killing an animal and her young
on the same day reflects being thoughtful even when
dealing with animals, thus reflecting God’s holy
character.
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The sacrifices offered to God are to reflect
God’s holiness. 22:17-33
For many of His commands God gives no
explanation other than to keep them in
acknowledgment of His holiness and he will
showcase His holiness among His people and in
doing so reveal His holiness to the world. vv.31-33
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Tonight’s Message:

Healthy Dread…
The Lord is at Hand.
Oxymoron statements:
• Jumbo shrimp.
• Poor little rich girl.
• Fear God.

• Healthy dread.
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What it Means to Approach a Holy God
Holiness
Atonement

Worship

Leviticus
Presence

Law
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What it Means for Us – A Healthy Dread
Nearness
Fill Us w/
Healthy Dread

Prayerful

Leviticus 4 Us
Walk w/Him Perfecting
Holiness
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Healthy Dread
Summary Comments

• The Holiness of God.
• Desmond Doss – Spiritual
• “Take Time to Be Holy.
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