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Numbers Deuteronomy

The Name

• Hebrew name is “These are the words” Sefer ha'Devarim ֵסֶפר )
 taken from the first few words of the book as is common in (ַהְּדָבִרים
Hebrew title of most books.

• Our name Deuteronomy (the second law-giving) comes from the 
Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament) and is a rough or 
some say a mistranslation of the phrase “a copy of this law” in 
Deuteronomy 17:18.
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Authorship
• 2 Kings 22 records the beginning of the reign of Josiah in Judah.  He 

ordered the repair and restoration of the temple in his tenth year of 
reign when he was 18 years old.  During this work Hilkiah the high 
priest found “the Book of the Law” in the temple.  This book was read 
to Josiah by Shaphan his secretary.  This promoted a great spiritual 
revival and reform by Josiah.

• It  is generally thought this this was the book of Deuteronomy based 
on the reaction to the message of the book. 

• It could have been the whole Torah which would have included 
Deuteronomy

• The controversy comes in with the theory that the book was written 
at that time to influence the reforms that were needed and presented 
as a book from Moses.

Authorship

• 2 Chronicles 34:14 clearly attributes the Book of the Law of the LORD 
found in the temple to Moses.
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Authorship

• Wellhausen or Documentary Hypothesis would dispute the Mosaic 
authorship of Deuteronomy as it would the other four books of the 
Torah.
• Assigns three groups of sources to the first four books.
• Deuteronomy would be viewed as written in the time of Josiah.
• Places the writing of the Torah between 950 B.C. and 400 B.C.

Like the other four books in the Torah, Mosaic 
authorship of Deuteronomy is established by the New 
Testament.
• Jesus specifically attributed the teaching in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 to a 

book written by Moses.  Matthew 19:7-8
• Peter in his sermon on the day of Pentecost attributed Deuteronomy 

18:15 to Moses in Acts 3:22.  This same passages is cited by Stephen 
in Acts 7:37.

• Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:21 with the introduction, “Moses says” 
in Romans 10:19

• It is the conviction of this study that Moses is the author of the Book 
of Deuteronomy with the exception of the last chapter which 
chronicles Moses’ death.
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The setting of the Book of Deuteronomy

• The imminent death of Moses and the entrance of the Israelites into 
the Promised Land.

• Except for Moses, Joshua and Caleb, the vast majority of the people 
were teens or children when the Exodus began.  Many of them would 
have been born since the Exodus began.

• Moses’ reminders, instructions and warnings to this congregation of 
Israelites were designed to prepare them enter the new land and to 
faithfully serve God there.

Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• Where we are now
• Eleventh month of the 40th year of the wilderness wandering.  Aaron died on 

the first day of the 5th month of the 40th year after leaving Egypt. 
• On the Plains of Moab across the Jordan.
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Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• General statement beginning with the command to leave Horeb 
(Sinai) and go up to possess the land.  Numbers 10:11

• Reminder of the extent of the land promised to Abraham.  Genesis 
15:18

Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• Reminder of God’s provision of judges for the people.  Exodus 18:13-
27

• Another emphasis of the great number of people in the Exodus.
• These judges were to be impartial, fair and fearing only God.
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Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• First approach to the land
• Deuteronomy 1:2 puts this as an 11-day journey
• These people who were at the border of the land needed to learn 

the lesson from those who have failed before them.
• There are times when God graciously gives us ample 

opportunity to be obedient to Him.
• Moses directed the people to go in and possess the land
• The people requested sending in people first to scope out 

the land.  Numbers 13:1

Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• First approach to the land
• These people who were at the border of the land needed to learn 

the lesson from those who have failed before them.
• Trust in the God who has proven Himself trustworthy.

• God fought for them in Egypt
• God had sustained them in the journey from Egypt to Sinai 

and then from Sinai to Kadesh-barnea
• God had guided them with the fire by night and cloud by 

day
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Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• First approach to the land
• These people who were at the border of the land needed to learn 

the lesson from those who have failed before them.
• God’s keeps His word in promise and in judgment.

• The people could look around them as Moses spoke and see 
that there were only three people who were over 60 years 
old.

• Those now standing before Moses were those little ones at 
that first approach to the land.

Lessons from History 1:1-3:22

• First approach to the land
• These people who were at the border of the land needed to learn 

the lesson from those who have failed before them.
• Never count on a second chance.

• At the direction to turn back to the wilderness the people 
had a change of heart which amounted to further 
disobedience.

• You never succeed in doing God work in your strength.
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