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Valley Baptist’s Women of The 

Word Ministry team is devoted to 

helping women live out the gospel 

through their God-given design 

and purpose. Our passion is to see 

women grow in knowing and 

living out the Word of God 

through biblical study, special 

events, mentoring and serving 

others in the love of Christ.  

As we reflect on what is happening in our lives right now, we can see that God certainly has a way of reminding us that HE is in 
control and we ARE NOT.  I'm so glad for that reminder!  It's too easy to fall into the trap of living our lives like we are the ones in 
control, isn't it?  We would do well to follow James' counsel in chapter 4, 
  
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 
profit”—  yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.”  4:13-15 
  
When our Women's ministry team had to start thinking about all the decisions and changes that needed to be made to our plans 
because of the health crisis, we immediately began praying for the Lord's clear guidance and wisdom.  As we did that, it quickly 
became clear that we have the Lord's promise of His sovereignty to rely on and rest in.  We're reminded in 
Proverbs that "the heart of man plans His way, but the Lord establishes his steps." (16:9) What a beautiful truth and challenge for us 
all - to make our plans but to hold them loosely, embracing the good and perfect plans of God if He chooses to change ours.  And 
what a great promise we have that He will give us the grace we need to follow that path even if it's different from ours.     
In light of this, I came across this prayer in a post called "Peace = God is God and We are Not."  I'm sharing part of it with you as it 
resonated with my heart, and perhaps it will with yours as well, as we trust our Lord's faithful character together in the midst of 
these turbulent times.   
  
"Heavenly Father,  
 
Help me trust your heart when I can’t see your hand. Forgive me for thinking I need to inform you about certain international crises 
and personal situations—as though you’re not aware, or worse, don’t care. 
 
I’m grateful for your kindness and patience; especially when I’m fearful and faithless, under-believing and over-stressing, whining 
like a spiritual orphan or forgetting the gospel in the moment.  

So as this day begins and continues, I’m glad to know Jesus has the hearts of all kings and rulers in his hand; that you not only care 
for birds and fields, but for me and people I love; and that nothing can happen apart from your sovereign decrees and eternal 
delight." 

(Scotty Smith, Peace= God is God and We are Not -The Gospel Coalition) 

Looking to Him, Jean 

 

 

Ladies! Our retreat has been rescheduled! 
Put the date on your calendars now: 

April 23-25, 2021 at the Osthoff Resort 
Praise the Lord that our speaker, Leslie Bennett has committed to be 
here with us in 2021! God is so faithful! 
If you were registered for the 2020 retreat, you should have received 
and email with refund information. If you were not registered, put 
this date on your calendar and pray about joining us in 2021! 
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Program Coordinators  
 
Paula Weber and Katie 
Land, Mentoring Coordinators 

 
 

 

 

Women’s Bible Studies: NEW ONLINE OPTIONS 

We may not be able to gather in person to study God’s Word right now, but we are excited to announce that we will have the option to meet 

from our homes. Our studies planned for April-May will now be available from your computer or smartphone using the Zoom app. This will 

allow us to “meet” and share discussion weekly on the same schedule that was planned for in-person classes. If you have not picked up a 

book, there will be some available in the church office or you may purchase one online. Please see the information below and contact the 

class leader if you are interested.  

  

During this challenging time, we need to make sure that we remain connected – to our Lord and to each other. If you are on 

Facebook, make sure that you are following our page: Valley Baptist’s Women of the Word. We will be posting frequently! 

Every Monday we will be providing Joy in the Journey. We will share encouraging Scripture passages along with questions to 

encourage discussion. Wednesdays we will share Points of Prayer. This will be an opportunity to pray Scripture. Finally, on 

Fridays our focus will be Grateful for Grace. We want to make sure that we are continuing to give thanks to our Lord. Life is 

uncertain right now, but we know that our Savior is unchanging. 

 
Words of encouragement from Katie 

How quickly life turned upside down! And here we sit, uncertain of what will happen next, 

how bad it will get and how long it will last. Often, in the midst of a challenge, I reach out to 

someone older and wiser, who can draw on their life experience to offer me advice and 

encouragement. However, we are in uncharted water. None of us have lived through 

anything quite like this.  

Almost eight years ago, my life was shaken in a big, dramatic, messy way. Everything 

changed – where I lived, who I lived with, how I spent my days. It was as though my little 

piece of the world had been shaken, like a snow globe. Everything landed somewhere new 

and nothing was the same after that. It was painful. It was scary. It was completely 

unexpected. So, while I don’t have any experience with pandemics, I do have experience 

with big, ugly, scary turmoil. And I’d like to tell you how that time changed my relationship 

with my Savior.  

Looking back, two things stand out. First, my prayer life changed dramatically. I quit beating 

around the bush and just shared my heart with the Lord. At the same time, praying Scripture 

became a habit. As those changes developed, I found it easier to hear Him. Second, during 

those days of uncertainty, God taught me a lot about living with a grateful heart. I had a 

choice to focus on the loss and the pain or to focus on the joy of God at work in the mess. 

Ladies, I pray that each of you will turn your eyes to our Savior. He knew this was coming, He 

has been at work and He has a plan for each of us.  

 


