
Freedom
People are either free or long to be so.  As human beings made in the image of
God, the unfettered person we were created to be has amazing potential to
excel in an atmosphere of freedom.  The founders of our nation recognized this
in these words from the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness…”. 

Freedom, however, is not being able to do anything I want to do.  Freedom is
living in harmony with the world as God created it and submission to His
authority and rule.  Jesus plainly stated it like this, 34 Jesus answered
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to
sin. John 8:34 (ESV)  Jesus is also the remedy for this condition of
enslavement to sin: 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. Romans 6:6 (ESV)

The big lie in the Garden of Eden was the assertion that disobedience to God
was the key to real freedom.  Adam and Eve found quickly that their newfound
“freedom” was anything but freedom.  The human race, since that time, has
tried to find freedom in sinful behaviors but we find ourselves enslaved by the
results. 

Our freedom is to choose whom we will serve.  Many years ago, Joshua, a
faithful servant of God put it like this, 14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil
in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the



Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve
the LORD.” Joshua 24:14-15 (ESV)  

Our nation reflects the great and holy ideals of our Creator and also the abject
failures of the human sinful condition.  As we celebrate the founding of this
great nation this weekend, contemplate both realities.  Give God the praise and
glory for revealing to us the true way to freedom.  At the same time let God
examine us deeply and come to him in repentance for the times we have
woefully fallen short of His glory. All the time realizing that our mission of
preparing people to meet Jesus helps people establish citizenship in the
Kingdom of God where true and lasting freedom is found. 
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The foster parent is looking to see if a basketball hoop
that is stand-alone (not one that attaches to the garage
or has to be inserted into the ground) is available for
donation as a foster kiddo is asking for a hoop but the
foster father does not have the funds for this.  The
foster kiddo loves to play basketball, and this would be
a way for him to get outside more as well as to have an
activity to do with friends when they come over.  This
will likely be a long term placement, so the donation
would help this kiddo who is entering middle school
for the next several years. 
Family is in need of beds for dad and 2 kids.  They
have been sleeping on air mattresses.
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Dad with 2 kids is in need of a twin bed.  Dad is
currently out of a job and does have a van to transport
item.

NEWLY ADDED ITEMS NEEDED

A Queen Box Spring
Full Size Bed - mattress, box springs, and frame

THANK YOU!!!!
Contact Karen Warren at kwarren8286@gmail.com if you
are able to help with any of these items.  
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3 Abigail Shansky
5 Joseph P. Kelly
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5 David & Jamie Fenske 
7 Larry & Pam Creamer

 

If you or someone you know has prayer requests, any ministry
needs, or if you have any questions, please contact the staff at

920-733-8823 or email valleysec@valleyconnex.org.
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