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When Followers
of Christ Clash

The potential of conflict among 
followers of Christ is a real 
possibility any time we are 
involved in ministry that advances 
the kingdom of God.

• 36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us 
return and visit the brothers in every city where we 
proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they 
are.” Acts 15:36 (ESV) 

196

197



8/30/2020

2

Conflicts usually arise from deeply held 
personal preferences.
• 37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John 

called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with 
them one who had withdrawn from them in 
Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 
Acts 15:37-38 (ESV) 

Amid conflict, God’s work continues on a 
global and a personal level.
• 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one 

who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had 
not gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose a 
sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each 
other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away 
to Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, 
having been commended by the brothers to the grace 
of the Lord. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, 
strengthening the churches. Acts 15:38-41 (ESV) 
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Amid conflict, God’s work continues on a 
global and a personal level.
• 10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the 

cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received 
instructions—if he comes to you, welcome him), Colossians 
4:10 (ESV) 

• 9 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love 
with this present world, has deserted me and gone to 
Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him 
with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. 
2 Timothy 4:9-11 (ESV) 

Amid conflict, God’s work continues on a 
global and a personal level.
• 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, 

sends greetings to you, 24 and so do Mark, 
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow 
workers. Philemon 1:23-24 (ESV) 

• 13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise 
chosen, sends you greetings, and so does 
Mark, my son.  1 Peter 5:13 (ESV) 
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