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Lessons of restoration
• Restoration comes when we address sin according to God’s
instruction
• The judgment exacted on Achan, his family and all he had
reminds us of the judgment of our sin Jesus took on
Himself so we could have forgiveness.
• This restores our fellowship with God and helps us hear
clearly from Him.
• This positions us to join God in His work.
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The Conquest of Ai 8:1-29
• With the sin of Achan exposed and judgment applied, the
Israelites are now poised to continue the role of the
executioners of God’s wrath on the people of the land.
• God gives Joshua assurance of victory and the instructions
on how the Israelites are to conquer Ai:
• Involve all the fighting men
• In God’s covenant people no one is less important or
less responsible to be about the work of God.
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The Conquest of Ai 8:1-29
• With the sin of Achan exposed and judgment applied, the
Israelites are now poised to continue the role of the
executioners of God’s wrath on the people of the land.
• God gives Joshua assurance of victory and the instructions
on how the Israelites are to conquer Ai:
• All of the people of Ai would be devoted to God as in
Jericho
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The Conquest of Ai 8:1-29
• With the sin of Achan exposed and judgment applied, the
Israelites are now poised to continue the role of the
executioners of God’s wrath on the people of the land.
• God gives Joshua assurance of victory and the instructions
on how the Israelites are to conquer Ai:
• Here, however, the livestock and other material items
were not devoted to God and thus theirs for the taking.
• This reveals the importance of hearing from God for every
situation rather than depending on specific past guidance.
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The Conquest of Ai 8:1-29
• With the sin of Achan exposed and judgment applied, the
Israelites are now poised to continue the role of the
executioners of God’s wrath on the people of the land.
• God gives Joshua assurance of victory and the instructions
on how the Israelites are to conquer Ai:
• The key strategy of an ambush was given to Joshua to
take the city.
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The Conquest of Ai 8:1-29
• Joshua carried out the battle plan and Ai is conquered

• 30,000 men were sent by night to lay in ambush west of the city,
between Bethel and Ai.
• Joshua and the rest of the army waited until the next day and in
full view of the city encamped across a ravine north of the city.
• Another 5000 men were also detached as an ambush.
• The next day the king of Ai went out to engage the Israelites in
battle.
• The Israelites immediately retreated giving the impression that
they could be easily defeated as the last time.
• When all the fighting men of Ai had been drawn out of the city the
soldiers lying in ambush quickly attacked the defenseless city and
set it on fire.
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The Conquest of Ai 8:1-29
• Joshua carried out the battle plan and Ai is conquered
• The fighting men from Ai found themselves surrounded by the
Israelites and were struck down.
• The king was captured and hanged.
• The king’s body was thrown by the city gate and a great heap of
stones were piled up over him.
• The city was left in the state of destruction and remained at the
time of this writing.
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The Law of God established in the new land.
8:30-35
• Joshua as quickly as possible carried out God’s commands
found in Deuteronomy 11:26-32; 27:1-26
• Built an altar on Mount Ebal and offered burnt offerings
and peace offerings on it.
• Wrote a copy of the law on the stones.
• Half of the people stood on Mount Ebal (from which the
curses were pronounced) and half of the people stood on
Mt. Gerizim (from which the blessings were pronounced).
• Then the entire Book of the Law was read to the people.
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Mt. Gerizim

Mt. Ebal
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