Shining with His Glorious Light
Two events happened almost 900 years apart with amazing commonality.
These two events are recorded in Isaiah chapter 6 and the Book of the
Revelation Chapter 4. In both events, God reveals His glorious presence and
position to Isaiah the prophet and John the apostle. Both men are struck by the
majestic glory of God in His exalted position of the One indisputably in the
position of power and control.
The occasion of this revelation by God to these two men also had some
common elements. For Isaiah, it was the year that king Uzziah died. This
marked a transition in leadership for the Southern Kingdom of the people of
God. (At this time Israel was divided between the Northern and Southern
Kingdoms with the descendants of David ruling the Southern Kingdom of
Judah.) This had to be a potentially unsettling time for Isaiah. In the years to
follow a combination of good and wicked kings would follow. Eventually this
would lead to God’s judgment being pronounced on the kingdom of Judah
during the reign of the wicked king Manasseh. Isaiah saw this exalted scene of
the presence and power of God in the midst of this unsettled time.
John the apostle was facing the most widespread persecution of followers of
Jesus Christ in his lifetime. John was a victim of this persecution when God
revealed His position and power to him. John was exiled to the prison island of
Patmos because he was a leader in the church. The Book of the Revelation
was written originally to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia (in the

general area of present-day Turkey). These churches were feeling the effects
of this persecution as well. This was an unsettling time for John and
these churches, and they all needed the assurance of Who is in control. As
with Isaiah, God gives the loud and clear message that there is a throne in
heaven and the One sitting upon that throne is more majestic and powerful than
words can imagine.
After God gives this glorious sight to each of these men, He then unfolds a
commission to present God’s message to the people of the world, the
revelation that many will reject that message, the assurance that there will be
those who receive the message, a stark picture of the hostility of the lost world
to God and His people, and then the glorious triumph of God as He brings in
the final judgment and establishes His kingdom forever and ever.
Some dark days followed for both Isaiah and John after they had the
opportunity to gaze into heaven and see the glorious throne of God. How
brightly that scene must have shone in their hearts during those darkest days.
These men remained faithful to the commission they were given to faithfully
present God’s Word to the people around them. Our calling also is to gaze
upon the majesty of God and honor Him as the King of kings and Lord of lords
and from that platform boldly proclaim the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. (1 Peter 3:15) When disappointment, confusion and anxiety shroud our
souls like the weeks of fog we have endured recently, we live with the
assurance that the glory of our Savior outshines the sun. When we do this, we
will effectively fulfill our purpose of preparing people to meet Jesus.
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Start THIS Sunday - Register now for
Experiencing God:
Knowing and Doing the Will of God
study led by Pastor Larry
January 17th - April 11th
Sundays ~ 4:00-6:00p.m.
REGISTER HERE
or
contact the church office to register
Books are available in the church office for $15.

Do you love babies? Do you love toddlers? Do you love ministering to parents?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, please consider helping in our
nursery at Valley.
We are looking to fill the nursery schedule for 2021.
The ages are babies-3 years old. We need volunteers that are willing to work
either at the 8 o’clock service or the 10:45 service.
Please contact Jim or Hope at 920-716-0375 if you have any questions or if you
want to volunteer.
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