
Situational Awareness
“Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:7–8, ESV) The Apostle

Peter had good reason to pen these words under the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit.  Peter is portrayed in scripture as rash, impetuous, prone to speak and

act before thinking things through.  There were moments when he could really

shine yet followed by acts of abject failure. 

Peter made the great proclamation that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the

Living God” immediately followed by a rebuke to Jesus when Jesus taught

about His upcoming death and resurrection. (Matthew 16:13-23) He pledged to

stick with Jesus even to death and then denied Jesus three times that very

night. (Luke 22:31-34, 54-62) After being a part of the first Gentile conversion

and defending that action before the Jerusalem church, Peter shunned the

Gentile believers at Antioch and was rebuked for it by the Apostle Paul.

(Galatians 2:11-14) 

I am sure as Peter penned the words in his letters known in our Bible as First

and Second Peter, he cringed at the thoughts, attitudes, and actions of that

younger guy.  He may have even longed to go back and shake him and

ask, “what are you thinking?!” That younger guy was full of pride and self-

reliance.  The man writing these letters reflects and calls for humility and

submission to the lordship of Christ. 

This is such a stark contrast with another one of the Twelve, Judas Iscariot. 

Judas did not take advantage of the opportunity given to him by Jesus.  He did

not grasp the chance to accept Jesus as the Messiah who would save His

people from their sins by dying on a cross and rising again.  Judas persisted in

his pride and self-reliance, never submitting to the lordship of Jesus.  He ended

up in the gaping jaws of the adversary. (Mark 14:17-21) 

Preparing people to meet Jesus is fundamental to overcoming this persistent

adversary.  The devil wants to keep lost people lost and saved people confused

and disoriented.  The key is that Jesus Christ provides salvation for the lost and
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clear direction for the saved.  Peter presents the game changer in these closing

words of his first letter, “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one

another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble

yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time

he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”

(1 Peter 5:5b–7, ESV) 
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The Haney family serve as our International Mission Board missionaries in

Sweden.  They are a wonderfully talented family. The video reveals that

after 10 years of dedicated work in Sweden they are seeing some

amazing fruit of their labors.  Please take a moment to watch. [Click

https://valleyconnex.org/sermons/
https://vimeo.com/545145071


HERE]  After the greetings from their family, Anissa shares some powerful

testimonies of people coming to faith in Christ.  Eric and Anissa have

joined us in the past during our visit with missionaries during the

Christmas mission offering emphasis.  They are also working on a project

called Stories of Hope where they are putting New Testament stories to

music.  The videos are scheduled to be ready by Fall of this year.  You

can read more about that here:

https://www.facebook.com/storiesofhope.se

https://vimeo.com/545145071
https://www.facebook.com/storiesofhope.se


Thanks to so many of you who have volunteered to help with

nightly kitchen cleanup during construction this summer.    
 

We still need help on the following nights at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Please contact either Beth Dunning, gram72163@gmail.com or

Peggy Barger, plbarger@att.net if you are able to serve:

Wednesday, May 26 – 1 person 
Wednesday, June 9 – 1 person 
Thursday, June 10 – 2 people 
Tuesday, June 15 – 3 people 
Wednesday, June 16 – 4 people
Thursday, June 17 – 2 people 
Tuesday, June 22 – 2 people 
Thursday, June 24 – 2 people 
Tuesday, June 29 – 2 people 
Wednesday, June 30 – 4 people
Thursday, July 1 – 2 people

Tuesday, July 6 – 3 people 
Wednesday, July 7 – 3 people 
Thursday, July 8 – 2 people 
Wednesday, July 14 – 3 people 
Thursday, July 15 – 2 people 
Tuesday, July 20 – 3 people 
Wednesday, July 21 – 4 people 
Thursday, July 22 – 1 person 
Tuesday, July 27 – 3 people 
Wednesday, July 28 – 4 people 
Thursday, July 29 – 4 people 

mailto:gram72163@gmail.com
mailto:plbarger@att.net
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The church will present Bibles to our 2021 graduating seniors Brooke
Bolwerk, Joe Kelly, and Megan Strenn. These Bibles are available in
the Welcome Center for you to underline Bible verses you've found
significant and want to highlight as an encouragement to our
graduates. You can also email verses and we'll highlight them for you.
Please email jonathan.juedes@valleyconnex.org with the verse or
verses you would like highlighted by May 26th.

ANGEL TREE OUTREACH 
SPRING COLLECTION-Only a few leaves left! 

 

Help us bless our caregivers in a wonderful way! 

Please select a "leaf" from the tree or table and 

return the item(s) with the "leaf" attached to the table in the

Welcome Center. 

 

Last day of collection is May 9th - items will be delivered in May. 

 

NOTE: If there is cash to donate – please turn into the office

MARKED for ANGEL TREE deposit. 

 

~THANK YOU!

http://jonathan.juedes@valleyconnex.org/


Hello, 
You are invited to attend our Kairos “Party” to learn more about all three Kairos
Prison Ministry Programs, to gain more insight on what Kairos is, what we do
and to be entered into drawings for prizes. 
 
Kairos is the Greek word for “in God’s special time” and we are being led to
start preparing to go inside institutions to minister as they start to reopen. We
are also led to continue ministering to women who have loved ones
incarcerated, or have been incarcerated themselves. 
 
If God is calling you to be a part of a ministry that is changing hearts,
transforming lives and impacting the world in positive ways, we would like you
to come to our “Party” and check out what we are doing and how you can
become involved as a volunteer. 
 
If you are unable to attend in person, we will be offering the ability to
attend this party via Zoom. We will need your contact info as soon as
possible so we can send you the invite before the event. 
 
Water, coffee and soda refreshments will be provided. 
 
If you have any questions about this, please contact Carlene Griffith at
carlenegrif@gmail.com. I encourage you to check out the following websites
too: https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/ and https://kairoswi.org/.

mailto:carlenegrif@gmail.com
https://www.kairosprisonministry.org/
https://kairoswi.org/


Sign up to receive all Women's Ministry updates HERE!

 

 

April/May 

 

Children's Ministry 

NEWSLETTER & CALENDAR

 

 

 

April/May 

 

Youth Ministry 

NEWSLETTER & CALENDAR

If you or someone you know has prayer requests, any ministry

needs, or if you have any questions, please contact the staff at

920-733-8823 or email valleysec@valleyconnex.org.

May Newsletter
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