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Valley Baptist’s Women of The 

Word Ministry team is devoted to 

helping women live out the gospel 

through their God-given design 

and purpose. Our passion is to see 

women grow in knowing and 

living out the Word of God 

through biblical study, special 

events, mentoring and serving 

others in the love of Christ.  

“Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the 
LORD, that He may come and rain righteousness upon you.” Hosea 10:12 
 
When we bought our house, it came with a cement garden bed attached to the front. I confess that right now it is 
filled with a few feet of dry, hard dirt and some weeds – not a pretty sight. (But it does make a good word picture as 
I meditate on this verse from Hosea!) Just like my garden, God likened the state of His people’s hearts to untilled 
ground, not ready to receive the seed and rain in order to produce fruit. What made their hearts so hard? They had 
gone after other gods and remained unrepentant in their sin. But God, in His great love for them, urged them to 
seek Him. He called them to brokenness (godly sorrow that produces repentance) and to righteousness (conformity 
of their hearts and lives to His Word.) He longed for them to live fruitful lives. And so, with you and me. When I pass 
by my “garden” (can I even call it that?) I am reminded that my sin is just not worth it. Nothing grows in fallow 
ground – well, except some weeds. My garden reminds me to keep a short record of my sins with God (repent 
daily), to seek Him, to abide in His Word, and to allow His Spirit to conform my life to Christ’s, lest I become as 
fruitless as the patch of dry dirt that dons my home. I pray for the Holy Spirit to give me a soft heart that can receive 
His Word and produce much fruit. Do you have a flourishing garden at home? I could sure use some help!  And in 
the same way that I would benefit from a friend coming alongside me and my dirt, maybe we, too, could come 
alongside each other this summer to spur each other on to seek the Lord and produce fruit that will last. 
~~ Erin Long 
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LADIES JOIN US FOR A SUMMER BIBLE STUDY  
Do you want to pray like the prayer warriors 

 that went before us? 
Join us this summer as we spend four weeks 
looking at the prayers of four Biblical saints  

and how they can teach us to pray. 
The very first week we will be looking deeply at how  

Jesus modeled prayer for His disciples and for us today. 
 

There are two options for you to choose from: 
In person Thursday mornings from 9:00-11:00am, led by Paula Weber. 

Via Zoom Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:30pm, led by Heather 
Erdmann. 

June 17, 24 
July 8, 15 

Sign up is in the Welcome center or you may email 
Paula at gandpweber@gmail.com or 

Heather at bhte03@gmail.com  
Books are available in the Welcome center on the sign-up table  
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“For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come.” Ephesians 1:15-21 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE AND 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

FELLOWSHIP 

EVENTS!  

 

Future dates: 
September 18 
October 23 
 

 

A rather monumental anniversary in my life recently slipped by. I was so busy with life I 

didn’t even realize it until several weeks later. 30 years ago, I moved to Appleton and 

became a member of Valley Baptist Church. When I arrived at Valley, the preschool 

department was where the office is now. The two small rooms on either side of the 

baptistry? Those were the offices. The large resource room downstairs was the kitchen. My 

first Sunday School class met in what was basically a wide hallway. Latecomers would walk 

through on their way to class. By 1994, we had outgrown our building. So that summer, 

Builders for Christ arrived. And over the course of a few months, our building was 

transformed. 13-year-old me was amazed by the entire experience. Strangers poured in and 

created the space we so desperately needed. As we anticipate another summer of 

transformation, I’ve been thinking a lot about 1994 and all that has happened in our church 

since then. I’ve been thinking about my own history here too. 

There is a classroom in the basement (the one I will always think of as Miss Sherry’s room) that fills me with such nostalgia. In 

1994, I sanded drywall in that room. A couple of years after that, I entertained some elementary school aged kids on a day off 

from school so their moms could attend Thursday morning Bible study. I have watched children create crafts there during 

Vacation Bible School. And for a while, I taught Sunday School there.  

The church isn’t the building that we meet in. It is us, who gather together for worship, fellowship and discipleship, to 

participate in outreach opportunities and ministry. The church is not the building, but the building gives us the space to do the 

work that God has called us to. Over the past 30 years, I have attended Sunday School and I have taught it. I have taken part in 

VBS as a child, a parent and a teacher. I have celebrated and I have mourned. I have built relationships and grown in my faith. 

And even as I look back on my own history, in awe that 30 years have gone by, I also look forward. What we do today will have 

an impact on those who come after us. My prayer is that we will remember Paul’s words, “we are God's fellow workers. You 

are God's field, God's building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 

someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:9-11, ESV). This summer, we have the opportunity to help pave the way for 

those who will follow us. What a blessing, a joy and an honor. ~~ Katie land 

 

 


