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Never a Dull Moment
This time of year always reminds me of the days described in the first chapter
of the book of Acts. This was the time between the ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower the followers of
Christ to engage in the mission of being witnesses of the gospel to the world.
Those followers of our Lord experienced the thrill of encounters with Jesus over
a forty-day period of time after the resurrection. They listened to his instruction
up to the point of watching him ascend into heaven. Now it was time to obey his
command to go to Jerusalem and wait until the coming of the Holy Spirit.
We have just come through the time of celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ and ushering in a New Year. For those of us here at Valley we made the
mad dash to get the new building ready to have our first service in the new
worship center on Christmas Eve. Now what?
The answer to that is to do as these early disciples did. We live in obedience to
the revealed will of God. As we do that it may seem that we are trudging
through life, but we need to remember that God is always working around us to
accomplish His purpose. It is in applying God’s Word to every situation in the
regular course of our lives that we experience God, day by day. This positions
us at any time to receive any new and exciting thing God chooses to bring our
way.

These are also the times when we are tempted to become lax in the spiritual
disciplines that keep us in tune with what God is doing. It is important in these
times to give attention to regularly fill your mind with the Word of God. Be
careful about being drawn into the flawed “wisdom” of the world that can lead
you down the wrong paths but instead follow the instruction of the Word of God
and enjoy the benefits that it brings: “Blessed is the man who walks not in the
counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of
scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in
its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.” (Psalm
1:1–3, ESV)
The Bible records that those disciples in the upper room were “devoting
themselves to prayer”. Those unremarkable times in our lives are the times
when it seems that giving attention to diligent prayer is most challenging. Be
careful to practice the discipline of time alone with God. Praise Him. Worship
Him. Cry out to Him. Lament to Him. Bring your requests before Him. Give
thanks to Him. Share your fears, hopes, and dreams with Him. Listen to Him.
Accept this amazing invitation: “Let us then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.” (Hebrews 4:16, ESV)
In that same story in the Book of Acts the Bible tells us that on the day of
Pentecost, “they were all together in one place”. Interestingly, there were 120
people there in that upper room. The Bible in the book of 1 Corinthians relates
that there were 500 people at one of the post-resurrection appearances of our
Lord Jesus Christ. It does cause to wonder if the group started out larger than
the 120 and then began to dwindle as the days passed and “nothing was
happening.” This is a good reminder to stay connected with the body of Christ.
God created us for fellowship with Him and one another. Do not miss out on the
blessings that come from “being all together in one place” as those who were
missing on that pivotal day.
It is in these unremarkable times when we grow strong in these disciplines that
position us to most effectively prepare people to meet Jesus. As we are faithful
in these times, we, like those first disciples, will be faithful witnesses to a world
that desperately needs to know that Jesus saves. In the kingdom of God there
is really never a dull moment.

Services are
recorded and
can be found at
valleyconnex.org/
sermons.

Worship
Attendance

Sunday
1/9/22

8:00 am - 105
10:45 am - 99

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
13 Mitchell Larsen
13 Terry Sizemore
13 Carter Voight
14 Quinn Juedes
15 Reuben Reihl
15 Roman Sattler
17 Sue Verhoven

ConneXion Café
Wednesday night meals are
discontinued until further notice.

Updated church directory & mailbox relocation coming soon!
Please complete this form to add or update information for the church
directory.
ALSO, we are transitioning to our new mailbox location - if you do
not already have a mailbox & would like one, please contact the
office.

DUE by THIS coming MON. Jan. 17th.
Form to ADD or UPDATE

January Newsletter

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Children's Ministry
NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER/JANUARY
Youth Ministry
NEWSLETTER & DATES

Sign up to receive all Women's Ministry updates HERE!
JANUARY Newsletter

If you or someone you know has prayer requests, any ministry
needs, or if you have any questions, please contact the staff at
920-733-8823 or email valleysec@valleyconnex.org.
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