No Thanks
“And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me.” (Mark 8:34, ESV) This is a teaching of Jesus that strikes at the very heart
of the human condition. This condition extends back to the garden of Eden
when Adam and Eve chose to follow self-rule rather than submit to God’s rule.
This sense of entitlement to express and act out any and every desire of one’s
heart produces every social and moral ill that besets our broken world today.
The gravity of this teaching is in this next statement: “For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will
save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his
soul?” (Mark 8:35–36, ESV)
Living under the lordship of our Lord Jesus Christ frees us from the tyranny of a
self-ruled life. The lie of the self-ruled life is that it will bring freedom but the
excesses to which it leads with the ensuing consequences enslaves. “Jesus
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave
to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8:34–36, ESV)
Jesus expects His followers to be about the work He has called us to do. This is
most succinctly stated in what we know as the Great Commission: “And Jesus
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”” (Matthew 28:18–20, ESV)
A life devoted to carry out this instruction will be a life focused on our Lord
Jesus Christ and lived in submission to Him. Preparing people to meet Jesus,
which this commission is all about, will inevitably lead us to grow deeper in our
relationship with our Lord with the result that our lives will more and more

reflect His character. We will grow deeper in relationship with each other as we
realize it takes the whole Body of Christ to accomplish His purpose. Worship
will become vital as we see His glory revealed. We will look around and see
more and more opportunities to meet the needs of those around us. We will
feel, along with our Savior, the burden of the lost condition of the world and
faithfully share the gospel. In the midst of all this when self-rule wants to come
back into view we will be disgusted by the enslavement and poverty it offers
and say, “No thanks”.
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Nate Gordon from
JAARS spoke at Valley
Baptist Church Sunday.
Those who heard him will
definitely be interested in
his new book!
Preview HERE

Sunday, August 21st & 28th
12:30-3:30 pm in Room B148
(Lunch will be provided from 12:30-1:00, class will begin at 1:00)

Class will be led by Pastor Larry
The classes are required for membership, but anyone can take
them if you simply want to know more about the beliefs and
practices of our church, you are encouraged to attend.
To SIGN UP - You may enroll in the class by calling the church
office at 920-733-8823 or sending an email to the church office
at valleysec@valleyconnex.org.
(Please indicate if you plan to join us for lunch & if childcare is needed.)

It takes an entire church working as a team to disciple one child
from birth to graduation.
Preschool Ministry Needs

Babies Sunday school - 2 Adults
3s-Kinder Sunday School Teacher - 4 Adults
3s-Kinder Sunday SChool Helper - 4 Adults
Nursery Workers Needed (both Services)
Sunday School Substitutes Needed
Children's Ministry Needs
Wednesday Bible Teacher/Helper - 2 Adults
Sunday school Substitutes Needed
Youth Ministry Needs
Wednesday Youth Bible Teacher - 1 Adult
Wednesday Youth Leader - 2 Adults
Sunday School Substitutes Needed
For preschool ministry contact: Jim and Hope Smock
For children and youth ministry contact: Pastor Jonathan Juedes
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SUMMER
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SUMMER
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Sign up to receive all Women's Ministry updates HERE!
AUGUST Newsletter

If you or someone you know has prayer requests, any ministry
needs, or if you have any questions, please contact the staff at
920-733-8823 or email valleysec@valleyconnex.org.
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