The Father’s Care
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The Father gives opportunity to reveal what is
in the heart.

Rebellion

. “Not many days later, the younger son gathered
all he had and took a journey intoa far country, and
there he squandered his property in reckless living.”
(Luke 15:13, ESV)

The Father gives opportunity to reveal what is
in the heart.

Resentment

. “But he was angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and entreated him, but he answered his
father, ‘Look, these many years | have served you, and
I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave
me a young goat, that | might celebrate with my
friends. But when this son of yours came, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fattened calffor him!’” (Luke 15:28-30, ESV)




The Father responds to the repentant heart with
compassion and enthusiastic acceptance.

* “And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to
him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. |
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.” (Luke
15:20-24, ESV)
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The Father respondstothe resentful heart
with assurance andinstruction.

* “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, andis
alive; he was lost, and is found.””” (Luke 15:31-32,
ESV)




