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Beginning a New Chapter

A new chapter reflects ending, continuity, and progression.
• “And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.” (Luke 24:50–53, ESV)

A new chapter carries new challenges and responsibilities. 
• “So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”” (Acts 1:6–8, 
ESV)

•

•

God provides power and promise for a new chapter.
• “And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”” (Acts 1:4–5, ESV)

• “and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”” (Acts 1:11, ESV)
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